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Where 

to Start
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Do you know mining history?

How did they get here?

Family stories?

What were the dangers?

Record Sources & Images



Australian 

Mining 

History

üMiners moved around

üMajor mining rushes (they followed 

new discoveries)

üSouth Australia 1840s

üVictoria & New South Wales 1850s

üQueensland 1860s

üTasmania 1870s

üWestern Australia 1890s

üRemember the trans Tasman 

connection
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Classic Mining Family
(a married sister and her three single 
half siblings) 

Ô Bullen & Potter families started in Sydney early 1850s

Ô Then Victoria  - Ballarat & Bendigo mid 1850s

Ô Then Queensland ðGympie & Gladstone early 1870s 

Ô Then Western Australia ðKalgoorlie & Coolgardie 1890s 

Ô Three generations of miners
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_New_Zealand

Remember New Zealand too

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_New_Zealand


Tracking 

miners 

into 

Australia

Ô Passenger lists usually for immigrants

Ô Some free/steerage lists from UK & 

Europe

Ô No lists from America

Ô Ship crews deserted 
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Lost in Australia: 

Missing Friends & Family

Newspapers 

Gazettes 
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https://trove.nla.gov.au

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/


Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022




