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Where 

to Start
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Do you know mining history?

How did they get here?

Family stories?

What were the dangers?

Record Sources & Images



Australian 

Mining 

History

➢ Miners moved around

➢ Major mining rushes (they followed 

new discoveries)

➢South Australia 1840s

➢Victoria & New South Wales 1850s

➢Queensland 1860s

➢Tasmania 1870s

➢Western Australia 1890s

➢ Remember the trans Tasman 

connection
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Classic Mining Family
(a married sister and her three single 
half siblings) 

 Bullen & Potter families started in Sydney early 1850s

 Then Victoria  - Ballarat & Bendigo mid 1850s

 Then Queensland – Gympie & Gladstone early 1870s 

 Then Western Australia – Kalgoorlie & Coolgardie 1890s 

 Three generations of miners
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_New_Zealand

Remember New Zealand too

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_New_Zealand


Tracking 

miners 

into 

Australia

 Passenger lists usually for immigrants

 Some free/steerage lists from UK & 

Europe

 No lists from America

 Ship crews deserted 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushranger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushrangerhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushranger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushranger

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushranger

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushranger
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Lost in Australia: 

Missing Friends & Family

Newspapers 

Gazettes 
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https://trove.nla.gov.au

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/


Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022



Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022



Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022



Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022



Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022



Are you missing any 

young men from the 

UK or US census?
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www.gsv.org.au

https://www.gsv.org.au/
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www.gsv.org.au

http://www.gsv.org.au/
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http://pandora.nla.gov.au/col/13063

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/col/13063
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http://www.cornishvic.org.au/


Archives & Libraries
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State Archives – Fact Sheets, 
Published Guides, Online Catalogues

Specialist

Bendigo Regional Archives Centre
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www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection/lands

https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection/lands
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www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-

and-indexes/gold-mining-guide

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/gold-mining-guide
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www.wa.gov.au/organisation/state-records-office-

of-western-australia/mining-and-resource-records

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/state-records-office-of-western-australia/mining-and-resource-records
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Women on the goldfields
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Hard life
Looked 
after the 
children

Few 
records
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2020

www.womenaustralia.info

http://www.womenaustralia.info/
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45 Years in North 

Queensland by W O Hill

www.textqueensland.com.au

1870
1872

https://www.textqueensland.com.au/
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https://trove.nla.gov.au

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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Historical Societies & 

Museums

 Google search – place name & historical society

 Royal Australian Historical Society (NSW)

 Also try genealogy & family history societies

 Private individuals

 Outback History (Western Australia)

 The Goldminer’s Database (New Zealand)
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www.oxleymuseum.org.au

http://www.oxleymuseum.org.au/


Shauna Hicks Noosaville May 2022 www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au

http://www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/
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George Bullen 

Born Magpie, VIC 1860

Married Norton, QLD 1892

Died Kalgoorlie, WA 1932

www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/records/record.

php?record_id=646&town=Kalgoorlie

http://www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/records/record.php?record_id=646&town=Kalgoorlie
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Anna Elizabeth Louden 

married William Grenfell 

Gympie QLD 1902

Died Kalgoorlie WA 1903
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http://www.kaelewis.com/
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www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history/mining-accidents

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history/mining-accidents
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https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset?q=mining+accidents


Discover 

their stories

 Biographies

 Obituaries

 Images – people & 

places
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Visit of Sir Anthony & Lady Musgrave 

North Phoenix Mine Gympie 1888

J B Atkinson, Gympie 

1897Images John Oxley Library,

State Library Queensland
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Jane Wearne & William Guy

Married in New York, USA 

prior to coming to 

Queensland.

William’s brother George 

Guy was already here in 

Copperfield.
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Copperfield ca 1876

www.slq.qld.gov.au

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/
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Schoolchildren 1873

Stanthorpe State School

Image John Oxley Library, SLQ

www.slq.qld.gov.au

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/
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Last Thoughts

 Follow the gold (remember 
other minerals too)

 Not everything has survived, 
nor indexed or online

 Lots of miners came, some 
stayed & others returned 
home

 Have fun & good luck!
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