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STRUGGLING TO 

UNDERSTAND 

DNA MATCHES

How to 
organise 
them?

What is 
the best 

way? 

What is 
the 

easiest 
way?

Depends 

What do 
you 

want to 
do?
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WHAT ARE YOU 

TRYING TO DO?

 If you have done extensive research, 

and there are no surprises, should be 

able to start matching to known 

cousins.

 If you have only done direct lines, may 

be harder as DNA matches may be on 

collateral lines.

 If you are looking for biological family, 

with no known details, then it is harder 

again. 

 Is it a brick wall? – may need more 

paper research to confirm matches



WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

Extensive family 

research, especially 

on siblings and their 

descent lines

Have your DNA 

results in more than 

one database

Let others find you! 
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ANCESTRY TOOLS
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ANCESTRY 

MATCHES

COLOUR 

CODING 

THRULINES SURNAME 

SEARCHING

MAPS
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ANCESTRY - THRULINES
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Uses both DNA 
matches and 

existing family trees 
to suggest 

relationships

Make sure you are 
looking at DNA 
connections as 
trees may be 

incorrect
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COMPLETE TREES

At least 4-5 generation back

Trace all known descendants

Easier to connect remote cousins
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www.gedmatch.com

http://www.gedmatch.com/
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www.myheritage.com/dna/upload

https://www.myheritage.com/dna/upload/


https://www.familytreedna.com/autosomal-transfer
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https://livingdna.com/au/free-dna-upload

https://livingdna.com/au/free-dna-upload
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https://dnapainter.com/tools

https://dnapainter.com/tools
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https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4
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www.facebook.com/groups/UsingDNAforGenealogyAustraliaNewZealand

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UsingDNAforGenealogyAustraliaNewZealand
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www.gsq.org.au

www.qfhs.org.au/groups/dna

https://www.gsq.org.au/
https://www.qfhs.org.au/groups/dna/
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https://familytreewebinars.com/dna

https://familytreewebinars.com/dna


CONCLUSION

 Start simple – known to unknown

 No need to use all DNA tools – just what suits your 
needs

 DNA matches are often on collateral lines leading 
back to common ancestors

 Still need traditional research methodology

 Good luck!
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