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Introduction

• Standards

• Publications

• Family History/Genealogical Societies

• Resources eg BDMs,newspapers

• Libraries & Archives

• Online resources eg digitised records

• It’s not all online!

Shauna HicksNoosa Feb 2021



Standards

• Work backwards from the 
known (yourself) to the 
unknown (forebears)

• Never believe everything on 
BDM certificates

• Never trust the spelling of 
surnames, place names etc

• Always check given 
name/surname variants

• Always have at least 2 
separate sources of proof for 
each event

• Everything is only speculation 
until verified

• Scan certificates & important 
documents - keep originals in a 
safe place

• If a document exists, read it!

• Join at least one family history 
group, genealogical society or 
historical society

• Share your information and 
documentation (copies only) 
with other researchers



Genealogical Proof Standard

• A reasonably exhaustive search for all 
pertinent information

• A complete and accurate citation to the source 
of each item used

• Analysis of the collected information's quality 
as evidence

• Resolution of any conflicting or contradictory 
evidence

• Arrive at a soundly reasoned, coherently 
written conclusion

Shauna HicksNoosa Feb 2021



Shauna HicksNoosa Feb 2021



Shauna HicksNoosa Feb 2021



Shauna HicksNoosa Feb 2021



Shauna HicksNoosa Feb 2021
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Family 
History/Genealogy 

Groups
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Genealogical Society of Queensland 
www.gsq.org.au

Queensland Family History Society 
www.qfhs.org.au

Cooroy - Noosa Genealogical & Historical 
Research Group www.genealogy-
noosa.org.au

Australasian Federation of Family History 
Organisations (AFFHO) www.affho.org

History Queensland 
www.historyqueensland.org.au

http://www.gsq.org.au/
http://www.qfhs.org.au/
http://www.genealogy-noosa.org.au/
http://www.affho.org/
http://www.historyqueensland.org.au/


BDMs

Shauna Hicks

• Certificates are essential – provide clues and 
evidence (proof)

• State indexes are online, free to search

• Some States offer instant delivery of digital 
images
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Newspapers

• Trove http://trove.nla.gov.au

• E-Resources (access to 
British/Irish newspapers at 
home) 
www.nla.gov.au/app/eresources

• Papers Past (New Zealand) 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz
/cgi-bin/paperspast
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Libraries

• State Library of Queensland www.slq.qld.gov.au
• Genealogy

• Heritage

• Moreton Bay Region Libraries 
www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/history
• Family history

• Local history 
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Archives

• Queensland State Archives 
www.qld.gov.au/dsiti/qsa

• National Archives of Australia www.naa.gov.au

• Other State Archives 
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Online Resources

• Where to Start? 

• Gateway sites

• Family history sites

• Military sites

• Place name sites

• Photographs
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Gateway 
Sites

Shauna Hicks

•CoraWeb

•Cyndi’s list

•GENUKI
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Family 
History Sites

Shauna Hicks

Free sites

• FamilySearch

• FreeUKGenealogy

Commercial/pay to 
view/subscription

• Ancestry

• FindMyPast

• MyHeritage

• Roots Ireland 

• Scotland’s People

• The Genealogist
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Connecting 
With Others
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Ancestry

My Heritage

Lost Cousins

FamilySearch

Many others
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Military 
Sites

Shauna Hicks

• National Archives of Australia 
www.naa.gov.au

• Discovering Anzacs 
https://discoveringanzacs.naa.go
v.au

• Australian War Memorial 
www.awm.gov.au

• World War 2 Nominal Roll 
www.ww2roll.gov.au

• Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission www.cwgc.org

• Many others
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Photographs & Images

• Trove

• Google Images

• Flickr

• Don’t forget historical societies & museums
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Conclusion
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Have fun!

Remember not everything is online

Explore websites online – read the help 
pages

Contact local family history society or local 
library – they are there to assist 

Lots of resources to assist family history 
research


