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A lasting legacy, 
even if spelt wrong! 
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Carnegie grave in Toorbul cemetery 

Another lasting legacy 
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John Carnegie one of the 
contributors to the Causeway 

Shauna Hicks UTP Cruise Oct 2014 



Carnegie grave, early 1970s 

James Carnegie 
grandson of John & 
Helen Carnegie 

Karisma 1973,  
Carnegie family home 
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John & Helen  

Carnegie  

aka Stanley  

Helen/Ellen Carnegie  

Stanley 

 Ferguson 

Chick  

James Carnegie  

(my great grandfather) 

John Carnegie 

Georgina Carnegie  

Stanley 

Clara Stanley  

Carnegie  

Davis  

Bishop 

John Carnegie Davis 

Alexander Thomas Davis 
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 John Carnegie & Helen Stratton married in 
Montrose, Scotland in 1861 

 Daughter Helen (later Ellen) born 1862 

 Son John born 1864 

 

 1865 arrive in Queensland on the Sunda 

 

 Son John dies 1866 

 Daughter Georgina born 1867 
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Sunda 
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Queensland Police Gazette, Sep 1869 

Discharged from HM Gaol Brisbane 
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Received a 7s 6d gratuity for 
his two months imprisonment 
with hard labour 
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Death of Georgina 1871 
 
Birth of Clara 1872  
 
Both under the surname Stanley  
 
in Grafton, New South Wales 
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 1879 John Carnegie selected Portion 16, 
Parish of Toorbul 

 20 acres fronting Pumicestone Passage just 
north of Ningi Creek 

 1885 he selected 140 acres, Portion 40V, 
Parish of Toorbul adjacent to his earlier 
selection 

 1891 proof of fulfilment of conditions 
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 Portion 16 – 18 acres 

 Weatherboard house, shingle roof, verandah 
in front £40 

 2 slab sheds, shingle roofs £16 

 10 chain of drain £15 

 10 chain of rail split fence planted with 
Duranta hedge £12 

 2 acres cleared, weeded and planted as 
orchard and garden £50 
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 Portion 40V – 140 acres 

 House 14 x 10 sawn timber, shingle roof £15 

 Fowl house and yard £5 

 68 chain barbed wire fencing £25 
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Karisma the family 
home Nov 1973 

Aboriginal midden at base 
of palm trees near 
Karisma 1973 
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Is this the original family home  
or just an outbuilding?  Nov 1973 
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 Carnegie family living there in 1889 

 

 Is this early name of Karisma? 

 

 Or just a local name for the area? 

 

 Duranta – flowering plant of the verbena 
family – native to Mexico and South America – 
an environmental weed and poisonous 
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 Queensland Government Votes & Proceedings 
1884-1891, 1900 

 1884 John Carnegie holds two banks north of 
Ninghi Creek, ‘has gone to extraordinary 
labour on his selection digging drains and 
embankments. He has about 500 bags on it’. 

 1885 John Carnegie approx 1,000 bags, 
Jones 1,000 bags, Hamilton Brothers 3,000 
bags, Tripcony 200 bags, MBO Coy 500, 
Turner 1,000 bags, Freeman 500 bags 
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 1886 John Carnegie holds 3 banks north of Ninghi 
Creek, gone to considerable trouble with 
cultivation of his oyster banks, on being informed 
of whelk tingle by Mr Carr, he with his children 
(Clara 14, James 6), collected several cwt of whelk 
tingles off his banks. He also has stones and stakes 
laid down for the catchment of spat. 

 1888 Mills, Turner, Carnegie and Jones have a large 
amount of cultivation but few marketable oysters - 
whelk tingle is very plentiful in Ninghi  

Creek – pierces and kills young oysters 
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 Thomas Tripcony & Sons nos 81 
 Moreton Bay Oyster Company nos 67, 76, 

109, 112, 118, 125, 130, 180 
 J R Cockle nos 72, 159 
 Alma and Children nos 77, 90 
 William Freeman nos 80, 140 
 Griffin & Perry nos 105 
 John Carnegie nos 116, 198, 287 
 James Perry senior nos 139 
 Hage Brothers nos 208 
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Oyster leases are 
numbered and 
marked on the map. 

Tripcony 

Perry 

Freeman 

Turner 

Carnegie 
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QGG  
16 Mar 1901 
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 John died 24 Sep 1903 buried  

Toorbul cemetery 

 Helen died 8 Sep 1913 buried  

with John in Toorbul cemetery 

 

Joint headstone 
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 Son James Carnegie born 1880 

 Married Alexander Miller Ferguson 1889 

 Opal mining Eulo, Thargomindah 

 1899 Ellen first arrested for drunkenness in 
Brisbane, 1 month’s imprisonment or £2 fine 

 Further terms of imprisonment in 1899 
followed for drunkenness, obscene language 
and creating a disturbance, drunkenness and 
obscene language in 1901 and into 1902 for 
similar offences 

 

Shauna Hicks UTP Cruise Oct 2014 



 Nov 1902 released from Toowoomba Prison 

 1904 arrested for vagrancy in Barcaldine 
under name of Ellen Chick alias Ferguson, 3 
months imprisonment 

 Living with Charles Wademore Chick, opal 
miner 

 1925 Alexander Miller Ferguson dies 

 1927 marries Charles Wademore Chick 

 1929 Chick dies in Parramatta, NSW  

 1946 Ellen dies in Brisbane 
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Description from prison register June 1902 
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1903 
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 Not mentioned in his grandparents’ wills or on their 
death certificates 
 

 Not mentioned on his mother’s death certificate 
 

 His mother’s will left everything to Clara Bishop or if 
she predeceased Helen, then it was to go to her 
nephew John Carnegie Davis 
 

 Helen’s funeral notice simply states ‘beloved sister of 
Mrs CS Bishop’ 
 

 Did Ellen/Helen want nothing to do with her son OR 
did James want nothing to do with his mother? 
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 1889 married Charles Brandon Davis 
 1891purchased Portion 49V Parish of 

Toorbul, adjacent to John Carnegie  
 1893 Charles went to Sydney 
 1894 Charles was in Melbourne on his way to 

WA goldfields  
 Love letter home Oct 1894 advising he had 

caught fever at Coolgardie, recovering in 
Fremantle 

 Last letter Dec 1894 from Fremantle saying 
he was going back to the goldfields 
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 If Alick Ferguson wants my address you can 
always give him the one you have got from me if 
he wants to write to me I hope him & Nellie are 
quite well & your mother father & Jim Give them 
all my kind love & I hope you all have a Merry 
Xmas & a Happy New Year  Kiss the two boys for 
me & tell them when Daddy comes home he will 
bring them lots of nice things when he comes if 
they are good boys I must now conclude with 
kindest love to you & the two boys from your 
loving hubby Charley 
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 1895 newspaper notice – Clara believed deceased 
was her husband but no confirmation from police 

 1910 Clara again contacted WA police, again 
unsuccessful 

 1915 Clara requested search for his death from 
Registrar BDMs WA, also contacted his relatives 
in England who had not heard from him since 
1893 

 1915 filed for probate to obtain possession of his 
land Portion 49V 

 Clara had also bought Portions 46V, 48V and 52V 

 

Shauna Hicks UTP Cruise Oct 2014 



Still a mystery?? 

1895 
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Spear & 
Musket 
p135 
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 1915 Clara married George Edwin (Ned) 
Bishop 

 Clara was 42 and Ned was 30, a bachelor 

 No issue from the marriage 

 Ned died 1942, only 57 years, buried in 
Caboolture cemetery 

 Clara died 1960 at the age of 87 years, 
buried in Lutwyche cemetery 
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Toorbul Cemetery  
late 1970s 
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Henry Sass died 14 Apr 1879 aged 27 years 
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Thomas Furlong died 12 Aug 1897  

aged 76 years 11 months 
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William Freeman and his wife 1860 
Images from Sunshine Coast Libraries 

Shauna Hicks UTP Cruise Oct 2014 



 New information keeps surfacing 

 

 Would love to find photos of any of them! 

 

 Family history and local history go together 

 

 Thank You 

Shauna Hicks UTP Cruise Oct 2014 


