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Introduction

 Schools

 Teachers

 Pupils

 Archives

 Libraries

 Newspapers

 Photographs

Shauna Hicks Perth Jun 2018



Where are the records?

 State Archives (state primary and state high schools)

 Look for online guides or fact sheets

 Private schools, church schools 

 Look in State Library, local historical societies, website
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www.sro.wa.gov.au/archive-

collection/collection/education-and-school-records

http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/archive-collection/collection/education-and-school-records
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https://archive.sro.wa.gov.au/index.php/

search?query=school

https://archive.sro.wa.gov.au/index.php/search?query=school
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Augusta Primary School

https://archive.sro.wa.gov.au/
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www.coraweb.com.au/categories/occupations---

australia/teachers

Link is broken

http://www.coraweb.com.au/categories/occupations---australia/teachers
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www.tumbulgum-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/historical

Link is broken

http://archive.org/web

http://www.tumbulgum-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/historical
http://archive.org/web/
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https://web.archive.org/web/20150915054635/http://freepages.gen

ealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tumbulgum/tum_1896_ws.htm

https://web.archive.org/web/20150915054635/http:/freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tumbulgum/tum_1896_ws.htm
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School Records

 Establishment of the school, correspondence, list of 

potential students

 Building records

 State School committees

 Photographs
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QSA AG2 SH4N 1922

Look for nearest 

school to where 

they lived
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QSA EDU/Z2131
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QGG 10 June 1882

Pugh’s Directory 1881

www.textqueensland.com.au

http://www.textqueensland.com.au/


Teacher Records

 Pay registers

 Salary cards

 Rules for teachers
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http://cms.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/books/n

http://cms.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/books/n
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www.archives.qld.gov.au/Researchers/Pictures/EDUV142.jpg

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/Researchers/Pictures/EDUV142.jpg
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www.prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/education

https://www.prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/education


Rules for teachers 1872 & 

1915

 My favourite 1872

 Any teacher who 

smokes, uses liquor in 

any form, frequents 

pool or public halls or 

gets shaved in a barber 

shop will give good 

reason to suspect his 

worth, intention, 

integrity and honesty.

 My favourites for 

females 1915

 You may not ride in 

carriages or 

automobiles with any 

man except your father 

or brother.

 You may under no 

circumstances dye your 

hair. 
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Pupil Records

 Admission/pupil registers

 Name

 Date of birth

 Father’s name and occupation

 Residence

 Religion

 Start and finish dates

 Corporal punishment registers
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Corporal punishment registers were kept by the head 

teacher of each school and record all corporal 

punishment administered by the head Teacher or an 

assistant (authorised by the minister). 

The corporal punishment register contains the following 

information for each entry: date, name of the pupil or 

pupils receiving corporal punishment, fault or incident 

requiring punishment and the kind and extent of 

punishment. 

Corporal punishment was to be administered not for 

trivial breaches of school discipline, but rather only as a 

last resort when the student had committed offences 

against morality, gross impertinence, and/or wilful and 

persistent disobedience. Girls over the age of twelve 

were not to receive corporal punishment.

www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au

http://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/
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http://cms.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/books/n/school_children

http://cms.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/books/n/school_children


School Histories

 Centenary celebrations 

 Other anniversaries

 State and local libraries

 Local historical societies
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http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/
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www.slwa.wa.gov.au

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/
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https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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www.hale.wa.edu.au/about-hale/history

https://www.hale.wa.edu.au/about-hale/history


www.hale.wa.edu.au/Media/HaleSchool/PDFs/

A_Potted_History.pdf

56 Page 

chronology
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http://www.hale.wa.edu.au/Media/HaleSchool/PDFs/A_Potted_History.pdf
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http://www.oldhale.com/
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http://trove.nla.gov.au

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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http://trove.nla.gov.au

If a search in Trove is not 

successful try WorldCat

www.worldcat.org

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
http://www.worldcat.org/


Newspapers

 Reports on the school

 Changes in teachers

 Sports day results

 School fetes and other events
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http://trove.nla.gov.au

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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http://trove.nla.gov.au

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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http://trove.nla.gov.au

http://trove.nla.gov.au/


Photographs

 Trove

 Family collections

 School reunions

 Google images

 Flickr
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https://trove.nla.gov.au/


Shauna Hicks Perth Jun 2018 Stanthorpe school children ca 1873

image State Library of Queensland
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Buranda State School Prep 1 

1939 family photo

Buranda State School 

Grade 2 1940? 

family photo
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Me with 1971 class mates on Friends Reunited
No longer exists
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www.ozreunion.com.au

http://www.ozreunion.com.au/
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http://www.google.com.au/
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www.flickr.com

http://www.flickr.com/


Conclusion

 School records can 

 Help place a family in a community

 May provide occupations, religion, dates of birth 

 Can track families if they are on the move

 May provide images of family members

 Help find your own classmates

 You won’t know, unless you look

 Good luck! 
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