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Introduction

 Background history for context

 Archives & Libraries

 Trade Unions & Company Records

 Historical Societies & Museums

 Miners’ Health

 Newspapers & Photographs
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Background History

➢ Miners moved around

➢ Major mining rushes (they followed 

new discoveries)

➢ South Australia 1840s

➢ Victoria & NSW 1850s

➢ Queensland 1860s

➢ Tasmania 1870s

➢ Western Australia 1890s

➢ Remember the trans Tasman connection
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One of My Mining Families –

a married sister and her three 

single half siblings 
 Bullen & Potter families started in Sydney early 1850s

 Then to Victoria  - Ballarat & surrounds mid 1850s

 Then to Queensland – Gympie & Gladstone early 1870s 

 Then to Western Australia – Kalgoorlie & Coolgardie 1890s 

 Three generations
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia

Or New Zealand

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_in_Australia
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www.mininghistory.asn.au/mining-history

http://www.mininghistory.asn.au/mining-history/
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www.australianminesatlas.gov.au/

history/index.html

http://www.australianminesatlas.gov.au/history/index.html
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http://pandora.nla.gov.au/col/13023

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/col/13023
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http://pandora.nla.gov.au/col/13063

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/col/13063
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www.cornishvic.org.au

http://www.cornishvic.org.au/


Archives & Libraries

 State – Fact Sheets, Published Guides, Online 

Catalogues (inter library loans)

 University Collecting Archives

 Noel Butlin Archives Centre

 Specialist

 Bendigo Regional Archives Centre
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www.sro.wa.gov.au/archive-

collection/collection/mining-records

http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/archive-collection/collection/mining-records
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www.brac.vic.gov.au

http://www.brac.vic.gov.au/
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nt-collection/gold-mining-web-final.pdf

www.archives.anu.edu.au

http://archives.anu.edu.au/files/document-collection/gold-mining-web-final.pdf
http://www.archives.anu.edu.au/
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www.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/indexes_and_cat

alogues/a-f2/mining_lease_holders

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/dead_reckoning/indexes_and_catalogues/a-f2/mining_lease_holders
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www.slwa.wa.gov.au/wepon/index.html

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/wepon/index.html
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http://slwa.wa.gov.au/wepon/

mining/html/gold.htm

http://slwa.wa.gov.au/wepon/mining/html/gold.htm


Trade Unions & Company 

Records

 Miners often belonged to a union

 Membership records may be useful

 Mining not always solitary pursuit

 Companies may be worth looking at – especially 

shareholders 
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http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.atua.org.au

http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.atua.org.au

http://www.atua.org.au/
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www.womenaustralia.info

www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/wikb/wikb-home.html

http://www.womenaustralia.info/
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/wikb/wikb-home.html


Historical Societies & 

Museums

 Google search – place name & historical society

 Royal Western Australian Historical Society

 Also try genealogy & family history societies

 Private individuals

 Outback History

 The Goldminer’s Database (NZ)
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www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/towns/Coolgardie

http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/towns/Coolgardie/
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www.histwest.org.au/affiliates/affiliated-societies

https://www.histwest.org.au/affiliates/affiliated-societies
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www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au

http://www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/
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www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/records/record.php?

record_id=646&town=Kalgoorlie

George Bullen 

Born Magpie, VIC 1860

Married Norton, QLD 1892

Died Kalgoorlie, WA 1932

George’s 

sons

http://www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/records/record.php?record_id=646&town=Kalgoorlie


Elizabeth Bullen

Born Magpie, VIC 1858

Married Gympie, QLD 1877 to David Anderson (Andrew) 

Louden – 10 children all born in QLD 1878-1901

Died Kalgoorlie, WA 1929

www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/records/record.php?

record_id=758&town=Kalgoorlie

http://www.outbackfamilyhistory.com.au/records/record.php?record_id=758&town=Kalgoorlie
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Anna Elizabeth Louden 

married William Grenfell 

Gympie QLD 1902

Died KalgoorlieWA 1903
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www.kaelewis.com

http://www.kaelewis.com/


Miners’ Health

 A dangerous occupation

 Accidents (minor, fatalities, disasters)

 Miners phthisis

 Anthracosis \An`thra*co"sis\, n. (Med.) A chronic lung 

disease, common among coal miners, due to the 

inhalation of coal dust; -- called also collier's lung and 

miner's phthisis.
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www.gsv.org.au

http://www.gsv.org.au/
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www.teara.govt.nz/en/gold-and-gold-mining

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/gold-and-gold-mining
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victorian-mining-accident-index

http://www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/resources/victorian-mining-accident-index
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www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history/mining-accidents

Guide only 

not the index

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history/mining-accidents
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https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset?q=mining+accidents

https://data.qld.gov.au/dataset?q=mining+accidents


Shauna Hicks Perth Jun 2018 Search by name, place, year



Photographs & Newspapers

 Trove

 But remember not everything is in Trove!

 State Libraries & Archives

 University Archives

 Historical Societies & Museums

 Flickr
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https://trove.nla.gov.au

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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J B Atkinson, Gympie 1897

Images John Oxley Library

Visit of Sir Anthony & Lady Musgrave North 

Phoenix Mine Gympie 1888
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https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+69003

ca 1899

Image courtesy State Library of South Australia

https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+69003
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Quart Pot Hotel, Stanthorpe 

1872

Image John Oxley Library

Schoolchildren 1873

Stanthorpe State School

Image John Oxley Library
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Image John Oxley Library

Cradling for gold outside Charters Towers
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http://www.flickr.com

http://www.flickr.com/


Conclusion

 Follow the gold (remember other minerals too)

 Most records are not indexed 

 Not everything has survived

 Look for illustrations

 Have fun & good luck!
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