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Presentation Overview

» Convicts, Prisons & Asylums

» | ofs of resources especially in State Archives, newspapers, online
indeéxes & digitised records

» /Gateway sites, more popular sites, lesser known sites
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Convicts in Australia

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about convicts transported to Australian penal colonies. For the Australian rules football team, see Australian Convicts.

Between 1788 and 1868, approximately 162,000 convicts were transported to the various Australian penal colonies by the British
government "

The British government began transporting criminals to overseas colonies in the 17th century. When transportation to the American
colonies declined with the move towards American independence in the 1770s, an alternative site was needed to avoid further
overcrowding of British prisons and hulks. In 1770, James Cook charted and claimed possession of the east coast of Australia for Britain.
Due fo the continent's isolation, it was considered ideal for a penal colony, and in 1787 the First Fleet of eleven convict ships set sail for
Botany Bay, arriving on 20 January 1788 to found Sydney, the first European settlement in Australia. Other penal colonies were
established in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) in 1803 and in Queensland in 1824, while Western Australia, established in 1829 as a free
colony, received convicts from 1850. Penal transportation to Australia peaked in the 18305 and dropped off significantly in the following
decade. The last convict ship arrived in Western Australia on 10 January 1868.

Many convicts were transported for petty crimes while a significant number were political prisoners. More serious crimes, such as rape
and murder, were punishable by death, and therefore not transportable offences. Once emancipated, most ex-convicts stayed in Australia
and joined the free seftlers, with some rising to prominent positions in Australian society. However, the so-called "convict stain" would be a
source of shame unfil well into the 20th century, contributing to Australia's "distinct ambivalence" towards its own history. Atfitudes have
since become more accepting and it is now considered by many Australians to be a cause for celebration to have a convict in one's
lineage. The convict era has inspired famous novels, films and other cultural works, and the extent to which it has shaped Australia's
national character has been studied by many writers and historians. 1%
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» Convicts

- 2] Australian Capital Territory {2)

- 2] General (17)

- ] Hulks (7)

- 23 New South Wales (17)

- 2] Queensland (3)

- 2] South Australia (1)

- [Z] Tasmania (12)

- [_] Trial, gaol and transportation records (19}
- (] Victoria (4)

- 2] Western Australia (4)

Tracing London Convicts in Britain & Australia, 1780-1925 >

This website allows you to search millions of records from around fifty datasets, relating to the lives of 90,000
convicts from the Old Bailey. Use our site to search individual convict life ... more

The Colonial Secretary's Papers 1788-1825 - New South Wales | 4

State Records of New South Wales (SRNSW), Index to the Colonial Secretary's Papers, 1788-1825 is

arranged alphabetically by subject and name. The Colonial Secretary was responsible for the official ... more

Convict Records - Australia #

This website allows you to search the British Convict transportation register for convicts transported to
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"The definitive site
for Convict
Research on the
World Wide Web"
*

*

Use Search Box
above to search
the entire Site
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Conviects to Australia

A Guide to Researching Your Convict Ancestors

Annther Perth DPS Project

Research Guide | Gangs |

www.convictcentral.com

Search These Lists Online:
% All the Convict Ships

% WA Convicts

% WA Pensioner Guards
% NSW Convict Women
% Convict Tales

Censuses & Musters Links |

Most family historians in Australia regard a convict in their ancestry as enormously desirable. "Convicts to Australia” is intended to guide, inform and entertain those just
starting the hunt as well as the more experienced researcher. The site is a 'work in progress’ and data is being added reqularly. We hope your convict research is made easier
by our efforts and above all we hope you have FUN. Although feedback and suggestions are welcome, unfortunately we are unable to answer individual questions and

research requests.

What's New

W.A. - Vimeira 1865
(We're systematically
expanding the WA
Convict pages with trial
details & physical

descriptions. )

Timeline

A year-by-year

N> account of the

% N settlement of Australia
and convict
transportation at a
glance. Gives perspective to a
confusing period.

Bound for W.A.
o) English, Irish, Scoftish

Research Guide
An overview of
Australian settlement
and convict
transportation. Helpful
X hints for convict
researchers on a wide range of
themes,

. Convict Ships
W : :
- Chronological Lists of
T, all the Convict
Transports sent from
England. Includes
Alphabetical Lists of
the First, Second and Third Fleet
convicts.

Yo

N.S.W. Women

Convict Women

Search

http://members.inet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts
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memoriam

Lesley Uebel

E stablished by genealogist Leslev Usbel, the Claim a Convict website originally went
online on the 19 August 1998, The site offered researchers a free service that enabled
those researching the same convicts ancestors to contact each other directly by email.
Although the site did not include every convict that arrived, the lists provided an
invaluable resource to the research community. Unfortunately Lesley fell ill during the
second half of 2013, passing away on the 20 January 2014

It was during the latter part of 2013 when Lesley's website was no longer active, a
small team of individuals set about to get the website back online. Particular mention
and thanks should be made to Lesley's husband, Colin Eennedy, and friend, Coralie
Hird, for their work in getting the original website files to the current Claim a Convict
team of Michelle Nichols and Jonathan Auld. At the beginning of 2014 the data
contained on the original website files was converted into a2 more manageable format
and a new database driven interface was designed for the site by Jonathan Auld.

As a result of linking the data together, the site iz now more interactive and should
benefit researchers in finding their convict(s) of interest. Although email addreszes are
required so that fellow researchers can contact claimants, no email addresses are
publicly published on the site. In order to claim a convict. researchers will be required
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State Library of Queensland

Search the Library...

Search pources Services Showcase What's on Audio Video Visit us About us L*) = B

Family histo Convict database

The British Convict transportation registers 1787-1867 database has been compiled from the British Home Office (HO) records
which are available on microfilm at all Australian State Libraries. You can find details for over 123 000 of the estimated 160 000

convicts transported to Australia in the 18th and 19th centuries - names, term of years, transport ships and more. More detailed
information is available about this convict database. /

Convict transportation registers database

Please note: The ariginal records on which this database is based are not an exhaustive list of all convicts sent to Australia.

Do you want to know more?

Convict Queenslanders

Profiles of some of the convicts that have made a 5
Related websites. books and more

Useful links to the internet and the other resources

Find a convict

| [rE

Here are some search fips to help you locate yvour

Catalogue ¥ ,0 ------------- H Contactus

Search tips About the Convict database Related sites, books, more

Title: Samuel Evans, one of 300 convicts transported on the Baring, December 1818.
Author/Creator; Great Britain. Home Office. ; State Library of Queensland.
Subjects: Ewvans, Samuel;

Baring (Ship);

Comvicts — Australia — Registers;

Australia — Genealogy

Publisher: Canberra AC.T. : Australian Joint Copying Project

Is Part Of: Criminal . Convict transportation registers [HO 11]
Date: 1943-1990
Language: Englizh

Motes: Sentence details: Convicted at Monmouth Assizes for a term of 14 years on 30 March 1818,

Vessel Baring.

Date of Departure: December 1818.

Place of Arrival: Mew South Wales.

Source: Australian Joint Copying Project. Microfilm Roll 28, Class and Fiece Number HO11/3, Page Mumber 131 (67)
Other title(s): British convict transportation registers 1787-1867 database.

Convict fransportation registers.

More title information - other title{s): Evans, Samusl

Record number: 21133169750002061

Link to this record: hitpZonesearch.slg.gld.gov.auwSLQ-SLA_PCI_EBSCOslg_alma21133169750002061

IIn
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RICHARD WALKER, Royal Offences > coining offences, 2nd June 1813.

Reference Number: t153130602-37
Offence: Foval Offences = coining offences

Verdict: Guilty > pleaded guilty

Punishment: Transportation

Related Material: Associated Records

I
See original -j

User Wiki: Corrections; Add Information

2 1. bank-note, he knowing it to be forged .

The Proceedings can also be
L . searched in:

To this indictment the prisoner pleaded
connectedistories
Integrated search of major
electronic sources in British

GUILTY .

history, 1500-1900

Transported for Fourteen Years .

London Lives

Manuscript sources about crime,

First Middlesex jury, before Mr. Recorder.

www.oldbaileyonline.org

poverty and social policy, 1690-
1800

LOCATING
LONDON'S PAST

Map digital rescurces about
London 1690-1819 onto a 1746
map
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New South Wales, Tasmania
& Western Australia Convicts

» State Archives & Records Authority of New South Wales
WWW.records.nsw.gov.qu

» Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office — convict portal
www.linc.tas.gov.au/convict-portal

» State Records Office of Western Australia
www.srowa.gov.au/collection/convict.asp

» How to information

» |ndexes online & Digitised records
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WALKER, Richard
1810 Dec 22 Juror at inquest on James Davis held at Sydney (Reel 6021; 4/1819 pp.157, 159)

WALKER, Richard
1816 Mar 12 Evidence at inguest on Thomas Robinson (Reel 6021; 4/1819 pp.599-600)

WALKER, Richard
1819 Feb 15 On list of applicants for renewal of spirit licences in Sydney (Reel 6006; 4/3499 p.318)
1820 Dec 20; 1821 Nov 14 luror at inquests on Ellis Colebrooke & William Tibbet held at Sydney (Reel 6021; 4/1819 pp.83-4, 687, 6893)

WALKER, Richard. Per "Admiral Gambier", 1808
1817 Petition for mitigation of sentence (Fiche 3182; 4/1853 p.351)

WALKER, Richard. Per "Lord Sidmouth", 1819
1823 Apr 11, Nov 5 On list of prisoners assigned (Fiche 3291; 4/4570D pp.130, 132)

1825 Servant of William Henry Moore of Sydney; testimony as to his character for a ticket of leave (Reel 6027; 4/1717.2 pp.16-7)
WALKER, Richard. Per "Somersetshire", 1814 /
1814 Oct 25 On list of convicts disembarked from the "Somersetshire" & forwarded to Windsor for distribution {Reel 6004; 4/3493 p.346)

1819 Jan 25; 1820 Jun Clerk. On returns of storekeepers & extra clerks in Commissariat Department (Fiche 3301, 4/1093.2 p.1; Reel 6049, 4/1744 p.373 &
24 4/1745 pp.1, 2)

1819 Dec 4 Clerk in Commissariat. Petition for mitigation of sentence (Fiche 3201; 4/1860 p.72)
1821 5ep 8 Clerk, Commissariat Department. On list of all persons victualled from H.M. Magazines; with wife & three children (Reel 6016; 4/5781
p.64)

Colonial Secretary Papers, 1788-1825
Arranged by surname and subject this is the most comprehensive index of early NSW settlement.
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Search

Convict life: a convict career

Cwer 75,000 convicts served time in van Diemen's Land. The Calcutta carried the first convicts from MSW in 1803 and the
St Mincent disembarked the final convicts to Hobart in 1853, Until 1812 all VDL convicts came via NSW. These early
convicts had poor documentation. The Indefatigible brought the first transported convicts directly from England in 1811.
The term convict applied to those transported from England and its Colonies as well as those convicted locally.

Convict life: The earliest arrivals 1803-1810

The resumption of the Napoleonic Wars in 1303 made the delivery of supplies to the new Colonies impossible. After the
initial supplies ran out both the convicts and their masters were thrown upon their own resources. Those with skills were
employed in building official buildings but very little official work was able to be done_.. more

» Historical Records of Australia - Series 1
« Macquarie Governor: journals 1810-1822 = The Calcutta Convicts

Convict administration - The Assignment Period 1803-1839

| Convicts' food and clothing demands on the government was gradually replaced by a reliance on private settlers during
the Assignment Period. Comprehensive records were developed to manage each convict's "career". Both male and

www.linc.tas.gov.au/convict-portal/pages/convici-life.aspx
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STATE RECORDS

OFFICE GF

weslern australia

ABOUT US NEWS AND EVENTS STATE RECORDKEEPING

Q, Search__

Site map | Accessibility | Contact us
Search

5o to whole of WA Government search

Contact
Phone +61 8 9427 3600
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 9.30 - 4.30pm

ARCHIVE COLLECTION STATE RECORDS COMMISSION

Home : Archive Collection » The Collection

ABORIGINAL RECORDS

ARCHITECTURAL RECORDS

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE RECORDS
CONVICT RECORDS

COURT RECORDS

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL RECORDS

HARBOUR AND SHIFPING RECORDS

HOSPITAL AND HEALTH RECORDS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS

MAPS ONLINE

MINING RECORDS

PASSENGER LISTS AND IMMIGRATION RECORDS
POLICE RECORDS

PREMIER, CABINET AND PARLIAMENTARY RECORDS

CONVICT RECORDS

The Swan River Settlement had been in
existence for twenty vears when it took the
unusual step of electing to become a British
penal settlement in 1849. Eager Home
authorities accepted the offer and quickly
dispatched the barque Scindian, which
arrived in Gage Roads on the 1st June 1850
with a cargo of 75 male convicts aboard.
This was to be the first of 43 shipments of
convicts to the colony over an 18 year
period.

Although a total of 9,925 convicts were
officially transported during this period, it
is estimated that some 500 of these were

local prisoners intermixed with the transported convicts.
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A BRIEF HISTORY >

FREMANTLE PRISON TIMELINE >
SWAN RIVER COLONY PRE 1850 >
THE CONVICT ERA. >

THE MODERN ERA >
RECOMMENDED READING >
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CONVICT DATABASE > TS
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; 6499 31 Dec 1862 York
e :
== Date of Birth: 1831

Marital Status: Unmarried
Occipation: oo http://fremantleprison.com.au/history-
Literacy: | semiiteraste ~‘NErifage/hisfiory/convict-database
Sentence Date: 1858
Sentence Place: Chelmsford, England
Crime: House breaking
Sentence Period: 6 years
'Previous Convictions: Yes
Ticket Leave Date: 18 Feb 1863
Conditional Pardon Date: 17 Feb 1864
Certificate of Freedom
Date: 21 Oct 1864
Comments: Labourer
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Arranged in alphabetical sections, the first list in the volume is
of Assigned servants (Melbourne, Counties of Bourke and
Western Port) for which the dates are unclear. Details given are
the name of the assigned servant, the ship (upon which the
convict had been transported to Tasmania or to New South
Wales), the year, the sentence and the authority, the name of -
the assignee (the employer) and how the convict was employed convicts-1842-1854
and punishment awarded by this Bench (presumably the
Melbourne Bench of Magistrates). Space was allowed for an
indication of the date upon which the convict obtained a
Ticket-of-Leave, a Conditional or Absolute Pardon and a

WWW.Drov.vic.gov.au/explore-
collection/explore-topic/reqister-

Certificate of Freedom.
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\ VPRS 2149 Reqgister of Convicts (Superintendent, Port Phillip District) 1842 — 1854,
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In in}uest was holden on Thursday last,
at the Black Dog, Cawmbridge-street, vn
the body of an old man named Richard
Walker. It appeared in evidence, that on
the morning of Thursday last the deceased
had called at his daughter's house on the
RRocks, and that he had gone into the
back-yard, and remained there such an
unusuil time, that his daughter was in-
duced to go and seek him. She found
the old man extended in the yard in a fit.
She called her husband and some of the
neighbours and removed him into the
house and put him to bed. The son-in-
law immediately repaired to Dr. Hosking,
and afier stating the nature of the fits, re-
uestcd him to give his attendance. The
tor enquired who was to pay him ? |
The son-in-law pleaded poverty, and de-
clined becoming security for any sum,
however small, though a good shoe-
muker. Accordingly the Doctor finding

that the charity was to be all on his side,
did not go. The old man lingered in the
fits until three o'clock in the afternoon,
and then heexpired. The Jury returned a
verdict—* That the decased had died by
the visitat 'on of Gud.”

To the Editor of the Sydney Gazette.

Sir,—I cannot allow the aspersion thrown |
out against my professional character in
your ‘::gort of the Coroner'sinquest held on
the y of Richard Walker, which ap-
peared in your last Gazelte, to pass without
notice-—especially as | consider no Coroner’s
Jury have a rightto call in question the mo-
rives of any medical man for not doing what
thly may consider to be his duty.

n the first place, I have to state, that
although the applicant had no pecuniary
means of remunerating me, as stated at the
inquest, hbad it been otherwise, I could not
have gone at that time to visit the person,
having bat a few moments returned from a

ient whom 1 could not have left for any
p m 1 could not have | 7

other medical assistance { -and, meopeover, it
» | would have been useless had I gone, as |
» | have heard since that the man was dead
before he returned home,

Sydney Gazette and New South Wdles Advertiser

30 June 1832 and 3 Jul 1832
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http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/gaol-inmates-prisoners-photos-index

Convicts www.gld.gov.au/recreation/jarts/heritage/archives/convicts

» Chronological register of convicts 1624-1839—search the index to

chronological and alphabetical records of convicts (Crown prisoners) at
Moreton Bay penal settlement.
» Monthly and Half Yearly returns for Moreton Bay 182%9-1837 —search

the index to records from Moreton Bay penal settlement of| ® Convicts and early settlers

burials, manifests of cargo and passengers shipped, and ret O Chronological register of convicts 1824-1839

and their employment. Crown prisoners at Moreton Bay penal settlement

s 5t Helena Prisoners 1863-1236—search the indexes to nan . .
. . ' List of prisoners 1839
prisoners who were held at 5t Helena Penal Establishment. .
Crown prisoners at Moreton Bay penal settlement
» Toowoomba prisoners indexes 1864-1%906—search the indg

from the HM Goal (later Prison) Toowoomba and include th © Alphabetical list of prisoners
Crown prisoners at Moreton Bay penal settlement, including height,

prisoners admitted, tried and discharged.

complexion, eye and hair colour, age, religion and native place

' Monthly and half yearly returns for Moreton Bay 1829-1837
Records from Moreton Bay penal settlement of baptisms and burials, manifests
of cargo and passengers shipped, and returns of prisoners and their
employment.

) St Helena prisoners 1863-1936

Mames of all prisoners who were held at 5t Helena Penal Establishment

' Prisoners discharged, Toowoomba 186%9-1879
Inmates from the HM Goal {later Prison) Toowoomba and include the names of
prisoners admitted, tried and discharged

_ Prisoners tried, Toowoomba 1864 to 1903
\ Prisoners tried at Toowoomba, Warwick, Roma, Dalby, Stanthorpe, Brisbane
(one entry), Ipswich, and Bundaberg.

I Prisoners admitted, Toowoomba 1895 to 1906

Male and female prisoners admitted to the gaol who were tried at District and

.ald.gov.au/dsiti/gsa/search

Circuit Courts at Toowoomba, Warwick, Roma, Dalby, Stanthorpe, Brisbane,

|pswich, and Bundabersg.
Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018
' Female prisoners admitted, Toowoomba 1887 to 1891



https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/convicts
https://www.qld.gov.au/dsiti/qsa/search

/|| Gt Viciori

About Explore the Recordkeeping for In the What's Koorie FAQ Contact
us Collection government community on services \ us
Collection ¥ Enter collection search terms here LDOk fOI' these icons to:

- Justice, crime and law | @' u

Criminal trial briefs, capital files, inquests and prison
registers View online Visit Us

ST =

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018

WW rov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/justice-crime-and-law
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Why are there text errors?
on a bail of £20, with one surety ot
£20. Senior-Sergeant F. B. Keamey
appeared for*the prosecution.

Roy Matthews (21), motor mechanic,
and Charles Davies (21), labourer,
were each charged with having been
lound in a place adjacent to the
warehouse of Noyes Bros. (Syd-
ney), Ltd., Adelaide Street, Brisbane,
with intent to commit an indictable
offence. Defendants were remanded
until April 6.

John Foster, alias John Harrison,
alias John Hardy (32), salesman, and
Denis [Finn, alias |Denis [Patrick| |Finn,|
alias Johann Romanoff (35), sales-

man, were each charged that on March
21, at Brisbane, being a suspected per-

On. Ne Was Tounad in ne 1own &4

"denis patrick finn"

F Y

Q

=14
2

JORQRO

Adv

The Courer-Mail (Brisbane, Qid. : 1933 - 195

Tue 3 Apr 1934

Page 9 FOUR MEN

FOUR MEN REMANDED

—_———

SUSPECTED PERSONS

Four men appeared In the Polles
Court yesterday, before Mr. W, E_ H.
Ferguson, PM.. charged with being
suspected persons. They each pleaded
not guilty, and were each remanded
on A ball of £20, with one surety ol
£20. Benlor-8ergennt P, B. Kearney
appeared for the prosecution,

Roy Matthdws (21}, motor mechanic,
and Charles Davies (11%, labourer,
were each charged with having been
found In p place adjacent to the
wirthouse of MNoyes Bros. (8Syd-
neyt, Lad,, Adelnide Btreet, Brishane,
with intent to commit an indletable
offence, Defendants were remanded
until April 6,
| John Foster, aling John Harrison,
alins John Hardy (33), salesman, and

{ Denis Finn, allas Denis Patrick Pinn,

alins Juhann Romanoff (33), sales-

man, were each charged that on March
| 31, at Brisbane, being a suspected per-
| som, he was found in the Town Hall

with Intent to commit an indictable
_im.-ﬂ.c;. Both were remanded until
| Apr! s

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018
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i gy H H
i \;5 Search A-Z of record sets in Australia & New Zealand
E‘%‘"}‘ 4
Showing record sets from
Search
> World police gazettes Clear search
» Ireland
> United Kingdom Title « Category = Subcategory = Records +
England Q Queensland Police Institutions & Crganisations Courts & Legal 41,288
Scotland Gazettes
Wales Q, Tasmania Police Instifutions & Organisations ~ Courts & Legal 6,604
Other Britain & Ireland Gazettes
Overseas / Unknown Q, victoria Police Gazettes Institutions & Organisations Courts & Legal 13,845
Search
police gazetig| Clear search
Title = Category = Subcategory = Records %
Q, Hue and Cry Police Newspapers, Directories & Newspapers & Magazines 80,716
Gazefte Index Social History
Q New South Wales Police Institutions & Organisations Courts & Legal 17,787
Gazette
Q. Queensland Police Institutions & Organisations Courts & Legal 41,288
Gazettes
Q. south Australian Police Institutions & Organisations Courts & Legal 8,336
Gazette
Q. Tasmania Police Institutions & Organisations Cours & Legal 6,604
Gazettes
Q. Vvictoria Police Gazettes Institutions & Organisations Courts & Legal 13,845

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018
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http://www.findmypast.com.au/
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i risoners using the laundry facilities at
e new female division of Boggo Road
Gaol, Brisbane, 1903

Cell Block B at the female division of
Boggo Road Gaol, Brisbane, 1903

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018 hTTDI//biShOD.S|CI .Cl|d .Jov.du
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What are asylumse

» Terms include benevolent, lunatic, mental, psychiatric hospitals,
sanatoriums

» [or the sick, not just mental iliness

= [Forthe aged

®» For the destitute

» [or the forgotten

®» For those with no one else to care for them

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




Reasons for female admission
INnfo Victorian asylums

Climacteric
(menopause)

Desertion of husband
Destitution

Lonely life in the bush
Religion, Religious mania
Senility

Worry & hard work

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018

Alcohol
Child birth
Heredity
Influenza

Fright caused by child
nearly drowning in river

Shipwrecked at one time

Shock, death of husband



Agencies Creating Records

» Asylums

®» Byt also
» Colonial (Chief) Secretary’s Office
» Hospitals
» Justice Department (inquests)
» Police Department
» Prisons Department (gaols)

» Newspapers

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




Types of Records

»  Admission files

»  Admission registers (registers of patients)

» Case books (case files)

» |ndexes and alphabetical lists

» Medical case books

» Warder's diaries

» Access varies around Australia

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




FiInding Aids

» Records usually with the State Archives

» Online guides or Fact sheets

» Online indexes

» Digitised records

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




Queensland

Queensland State Archives
» Brief Guide 26 — Guide 1o Dunwich Records

» Brief Guide 39 — Insanity/Mental Asylum
Records

» Wolston Park Hospital (Woogaroo Asylum)
1865 — current

» |00 years access

» Pyblic Curator Insanity Files (75 year access)

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




Queensland Government Contact us Search website

For Queenslanders  Business and industry

ﬂ Queensland Government home  » For Queenslanders » Recreation, sportandarts » Arts, culture and heritage  » Heritage

» Queensland'sarchives » Explore our collection  » Schools, hospitals and orphanages

Explore our collection Schools, hospitals and orphanages Search the State Archives

» Family history Queensland State Archives (QSA) holds many of the nineteenth and early to mid- * ArchiveSearch catalogue
twentieth century records on Queensland government schools, hospitals, IR R

> Immigration # Request archive copies

asylums, medical staff, orphanages and children’s homes.

? Schools, Hospitals and Orph . . .
cHioo%s, Fospltals anUrpanages We also have records relating to buildings constructed by or for the Colonial and

y Courts State government, for example courthouses and local government buildings .
owned or occupied by these agencies. Archival research terms

www.ald.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/schools

» Search Brief guide to mental asylum—records providing an overview of the
records for mental health patients from 1860 onwards. Some records are
subject to restricted access periods.

» Search Brief guide to Dunwich Benevolent Asylum and Eventide Home
records. Many of these records are subject to a 100 year restricted access
period.

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast



https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/schools

S Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation

Mental asylum records

Brief guide 39 | Queensland State Archives

This brief guide provides an overview of mental asylum records at Queensland State Archives.

Queensland State Archives holds records for mental health patients from 1860 onwards.

Prior to separation from New South Wales in 1859, there were no facilities for psychiatric treatment in the
Moreton Bay region. Persons with mental health issues, or mentally disturbed persons were sent to Brisbane
Gaol or possibly to an asylum in Sydney.

Many of the mental asylum records at Queensland State Archives were created by the Public Trustee (formerly
the Public Curator) and Queensland Health (and related agencies).

Some records are subject to restricted access periods. Further information about access is provided below.

The records can be found in ArchivesSearch (the Queensland State Archives’ catalogue).

Records from the Public Trustee
HiStO['y \

The name of the Public Curator of Queensland changed to The Public Trustee of Queensland on 1 January
1979. It is responsible for the administration of deceased estates and trusts as well as other legal, financial
and property services.

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018 hﬁps://pu bliCCITiOI’]S.Cﬂd .gov.au



https://publications.qld.gov.au/

, ﬂ, [ S'&SFjé g . .DUNWICH BENEVOLENT ASYLUM. 0 L v e
<3 (BG5Sl 3 o " S ey T rrrR il e T e
\o% INMATE'S NAUE. L. D amx. : ADMITTED &2 -2/ | I 574 2

Date of Admiussion 3 - 2 =k / Whence Admitted Stato History.

s Y — Elocloruw{
Cause of Admiesion s

Age é o Birthylad : W m"l"'“l 414/. : W LIS aes soe afﬁ,aﬁ Pt secleecince
“*‘“@2{/ 7Z g Pleses g0 acn” - Z %Z@«/M %«;éa 7
Trady Murried or Single 2, > e el 0

é = WSt on et S e e e

Father's Nume und Profession 25205 ¢ ¢ & M fw
“ & prenc & Anpteact.
o Zerrceyy Foo Frogloc ™
o

Mother's Muiden .\'unn/
Wifo's Maiden Nune
CLINICAL RECORD.

Age when Murried _2 4{ M

Children
Proscription.

. Cortified on Admission us Suffering from /@L(Z :.._.
2 g Aeecccs 7 7~ 77
= 9 Fre

%mf‘/ 5z Z sz%//iz;i % % Date. . Disoaso.

Leave of Absence. ’ . 7 Transfers, Discharges, etc.
From. Period. Dute Rot’d. || * Ward. Date, Remarks. -
4y |22/ Bt ZZine
A BT -
2577, 2| bk eff S% s
4 ‘

%ﬂ@/m,/fh& oo leZ ,';‘ J

Joax FIxw.

u the event uf Dowt h, Number of (frave to befshown under ‘Remarks,'"

For continuation of Reconl ses vver leal,
et bl A TE b b oo S o b e X i




New South Wales

State Archives & Records Authority of
New South Wales

» Online guides and indexes

Sydney Benevolent Asylum (Mitchell
Library)

» \WvWWwW.sydnevbenevolentasylum.com

» Online iIndex to admissions &
discharges 1857-1900 (78,000 records)

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018



http://www.sydneybenevolentasylum.com/

Archives / Collections & Research / Guides and Indexes / Mental Health Facilities Guide

Mental Health Facilities Guide

shae | f ¥ & | in =
Guide Indexes / IE] Q

Contents

This guide describes the different types of patient records available and where to

Mental health care terminology access them. It also provides a brief history of mental health care administration.

Past terminology

Mental health care Mental health care terminology

Care for the infirm and destitute

— — Past terminology
Brief History of the administration of

mental health care You will notice terms such as ‘asylum’, 'lunatic’, 'lunatic asylum’ and ‘mental hospital’ are
used in both the records and in our finding aids. These are terms that were used when the
records were created.

Mental health facilities

Using the catalogue to find record

series Mental health care

www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-
research/quides-and-indexes/mental-health-facilities-quide

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018


http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/mental-health-facilities-guide

Search the Index =
Summary of Results
If vou find a POSITIVE match on this index, click the "Submit Reguest” link for the person yvou are

interested in, and we will then provide yvou with the 'notes’ field from our database where available. This
can provide further identifying information.

Surname  Given Name Admission Date Discharge Date Age More Details

WALKER  William 8 Feb 1858 _— 42 Submit Request
WALKER  William 4 Oct 1879 Submit Request
WALKER  William 11 Mov 1879 Sy Submit Reguest
WALKER  William 19 Jun 1332 5 Submit Request
WALKER  William 5 Oct 1875 7 Submit Request
WALKER  William 30 Oct 1875 Submit Request
WALKER  William 31 May 1876 7 Submit Reguest
WALKER  William 20 Jul 1876 Submit Request
WALKER  William 7 Mar 1354 13 Submit Request
WALKER  William 6 Apr 1394 13 Submit Request
WALKER  William Edward 14 Jul 1892 3w Submit Reguest
WALKER  William Thomas 1 May 1882 / 5 Submit Request

=

www.svdnevbenevolentasylum.com

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018



http://www.sydneybenevolentasylum.com/

/ "l Hl. Public Record
Office Victoria
About Explore the Recordkeeping for In the What's Koorie FAQ Contact
us Collection government community on services us

= ’ Advanced Search
Collection v Enter collection search terms here n

Accessing records of mental and physical health

Adoption and wardship Hospital patient records Mental health records
(1864-1961) (1849-1912)

Records of children in state care Various series Various record series

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast MoyRRIy Drov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-
topic/health-and-welfare



http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/health-and-welfare

We have a digitised copy of a master list of patients for each of the
asylums linked to below - this may help you identify which asylum
your relative may have been admitted. It will also offer the
admission date which can then help you identify the case file for
that patient. Click on the name of an asylum, download the patient
list and browse it for names of interest: Yarra Bend, Collingwood,
Ararat, Beechworth, Kew, Ballarat, Sunbury.

hitp://prov.vic.gov.au Ancestry has digitised versions of the Victorian Asylum records
(1853-1940) online. They cover the following asylums:

. Ararat Asylum

. Ballarat Asylum

. Belmont / Glen Holme / Landcox Licensed Houses
. Cloverdale Licensed House

. Collingwood Asylum

. Kew Asylum

- Kew Cottages

. Lara Inebriate Retreat

9. Merton Licensed House

10. Mont Park Hospital for the Insane

11. Mt Ida Licensed House

12. Northcote Inebriate Asylum

13. St Helens / Pleasant View Licensed House
14. The Tofts Licensed House

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018 15. Yarra Bend Asylum
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Tasmania

= Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office

» Hospital Records — some inc Royal Hobart and Royal
Derwent hospitals (75 years closed access)

» |nquest Records — index online and digitised copies

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




Royal Derwent Hospital 1827-2000

The Hospital was created to provide in-patient treatment and
rehabilitation of mentally ill and mentally handicapped persons,
including treatment of alcoholics.

It has been known by various names throughout its history. In
1968 the Lachlan Park Hospital, as it was then called, was merged
with the Millbrook Rise Psychopathic Hospital to form the Royal
Derwent Hospital, the name it would retain until its closure in
2000,

What is online?

Admission papers, 1843-1964 (HSD285) Not all admissions have
been scanned. It is better to conduct an item search on the
patient's name (in the form Citizen, John). This will display other records that are available, such as the patient file.
The admission papers can still be viewed online using this method.

Records of patients transferred from the Asylum at Port Arthur, 1877-1853 (H5D54) There is an index that has been

digitised.
Alphabetical monthly register of patients and attendants 1841-1842 [H5D104) indexed in Patient records,
administration papers (HSD285) WWW.|iﬂC.TCIS.C]OV.OU/fCI mllv—

What else is there? history/Pages/Royal-Derwent.aspx

Patient files, 1857-1993 (H5SD284) Not all files have survived. An item search is preferable (see above).
Admission registers, 1830-1954 (H5D247) See also the following source.

MWew MNorfolk Invalid and Mental Asylum: Patient admission register, 1830 - 1930 by Dianne Cassidy. This work is
based on the admission registers (H5D247 above) and is easier to use than the original source

Register of death, transfer or discharge of patients, 1830-1966 (HSD254) Chronelogical. Note: There are access
restrictions. Please contact us for more information.

Alphabetical register of patients, 1888-1974 (H5D252)

Patient files of the Millbrook Rise Psychopathic Hospital, 1934-1568 (AB372) Millbrook Rise merged with Lachlan
Park Hospital in 1968 to form the Royal Derwent Hospital, These files contain only administrative correspondence.
Clinical data is on the Case Book sheets, AB479 (see below)



http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/family-history/Pages/Royal-Derwent.aspx

South Australia

State Records South Australia (SRSA)
» WWW.drchives.sa.gov.au

» Adelaide and Parkside Lunatic
Asylums later Glenside Hospital

» Alphabetical lists of patients 1846-
1901

» Record of Patient Deaths 1891-1209
®» Correspondence, police reports

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018



http://www.archives.sa.gov.au/

Western Australia

State Records Office Western Australia (SROWA)
» WWW.Sro.wda.gov.au
» Hospitals and Health Records

®» Fremantle Asylum est 1865 closed 1909

-» C(/lggemon’r Hospital for the Mentally Insane est
]

®» | emnos Hospital

= Whitby Falls

» Heathcote Mental Hospital
» Greenplace Hostel

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018



http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/

Ararat Asylum
Image State Library of Victoria

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




Conclusion

» | ofs of resources — use portal sites, archives

» Biographical & physical information not
always found elsewhere

» Online indexes & digitised records ongoing

» Missing ancestors or undiscovered skeletonse
Why not have a looke

Shauna Hicks Gold Coast May 2018




