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Convict Statistics

 New South Wales 1788-1840

 Approx 80,000 convicts (85% males, 15% females)

 Norfolk Island 1788-1814 males & females

 Norfolk Island 1825-1855 as place of secondary punishment, males only

 Tasmania 1803-1853

 332 ships (over 74,000 convicts – 12,500 women)

 Western Australia 1850-1868

 43 shiploads of male convicts

 Queensland 1824-1839 

 (2280 convicts) – place of secondary punishment

 Victoria 

 1803-1804 Sorrento moved to VDL 

 1826-1828 Western Port moved to Sydney

 1844-1849 Port Phillip exiles
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Richard Walker

 Indicted 26 Dec 1812 for having a forged 2 shilling 
banknote in his possession

 Pleaded guilty – sentenced to 14 years 

 Acquitted on forging charge

 He was 44 years old, 5 ft 4 ins, grey hair and hazel eyes

 Married with a wife and 5 children - a surgeon and 
apothecary
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Richard’s New Life

 Sailed Somersetshire arrived Sydney 16 Oct 1814 - assigned with a 
group of 50 male convicts to Windsor area

 Wife Mary & 5 children arrived 18 Jun 1815

 Richard received ticket of leave Jul 1815 –appointed clerk at 
General Hospital

 Next he was a Commissariat Clerk

 31 Jan 1820 granted a conditional pardon – could not return to 
England the only restriction

 Certificate of freedom 2 Jun 1827

 Wife Mary died 21 Oct 1823 aged 47

 Richard died 29 Jun 1832 aged 64

 Three children married free persons & daughter Emma married a 
convict
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www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-

research/guides-and-indexes/convicts/indexes

Some records also on Ancestry

https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/convicts/indexes
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Always look for names of family members too

http://colsec.records.nsw.gov.au/
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Richard died 29 Jun 1832
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Samuel Evans

 Born 1792 Chepstow, Monmouth, Wales

 Convicted of having forged notes in his possession -
sentenced to 14 years transportation

 Aged 26 years, shoemaker, 5 feet 5 ½  inches, black 
hair, blue eyes, pale complexion

 Transported on Baring in 1819 – voyage of 150 days 

instead of usual under 130 days – light winds at the 

Equator

 Forced to land Hobart for fresh provisions & water -

health problems with 50-60 convicts with scurvy - 5 

deaths

Shauna Hicks Cooroy May 2018



www.ancestry.com.au

Ship’s Medical 

journals

http://www.ancestry.com.au/


It was a small world!

 Samuel Evans first married Mary Ann Crane

 Mary Ann’s brother John, 32 years - widower - married 
Rebecca England, 17 years 

 Rebecca arrived free - Northampton 1815 as did 
Emma Walker daughter of Richard Walker

 Emma Walker became second wife of Samuel Evans

 Look for connections between families
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Where To Begin –

Identify Your Convict

 Marriage and death certificates

 Convict indents

 Surgeons’ journals

 Assignment records

 Tickets of leave, Certificates of freedom & Pardons

 Muster & census records

 Colonial Secretary – petitions & correspondence

 Trial records – criminal registers, case papers & 
newspapers

Shauna Hicks Cooroy May 2018



Online Resources

 Trove

 State Archives & State Libraries - eResources

 Biographical Database of Australia

 CoraWeb

 National Archives UK

 Old Bailey Online

 National Archives of Ireland

 Ancestry.com.au  & FindMyPast.com.au 
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http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/browse/r/h/C8875

www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history/convicts

URL broken

Use this link for SLQ

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/browse/r/h/C8875
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-history/convicts
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www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-

research/research-

guides/?letter=&search=&research-category=online
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www.sro.wa.gov.au/archive-

collection/collection/convict-records
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http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts
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Australian Joint Copying 

Project

 10,000 reels of microfilm – held NLA, State Libraries & 

via interlibrary loan

 Colonial Office - correspondence

 Home Office – convicts – criminal papers, Old Bailey 

sessions, transportation registers, musters

 Admiralty – convict ship medical journals

 Miscellaneous – personal papers

 Some parts also online now via Ancestry, Findmypast

and National Archives UK
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Irish Transportation Registers

 1988 bicentennial gift to Australia from Ireland

 Irish convicts 1788-1868

 105 rolls microfilm

 Online index

 Transportation registers, petitions and cases, reference 

files
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www.nationalarchives.ie/genealogy1/genealogy-

records/ireland-australia-transportation-records-1791-1853

http://www.nationalarchives.ie/genealogy1/genealogy-records/ireland-australia-transportation-records-1791-1853/


https://trove.nla.gov.au

John Appleby, per Candahar, taken at Port 

Arthur, 1874 - National Library of Australia 

portraits

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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Conclusion

 Only highlighted online resources

 Much more in archives & libraries

 Read widely & remember to look at references & 
bibliographies

 Use interlibrary loans

 Keep up with new resources
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