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·What are brick walls?  

·Did you create the wall?  

·Golden rules of genealogy  

·Serendipity  

·Online resources  

·More resources  

·Last thoughts  
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}Where you simply cannot go back any further  

}Information just not there -  blank fields on 
certificates  

}Missing information, missing records  

}Someone disappears  

}Someone just appears  

}Too many suspects (common names)  

}Anything that stops you progressing  
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}Did you build the brick wall yourself?  

 

}Are you following the golden rules of genealogy?  

 

}Are you just using indexes & transcripts?  

 

}Need to look at certificates & original documents  

 

}People make mistakes!  
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}Always work back from the known (yourself) to the 
unknown (ancestors)  

 

}Never believe everything on a birth, death or 
marriage certificate  

 

}Information only as good as informantõs knowledge 

 

}Birth & Marriage certificates perhaps more reliable 
than Death ð but not always!  
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Grandparents as 

parents ï hiding an 

illegitimate birth? 



}Never completely trust the spelling of 
surnames, place names etc  

 

}Always check given name and surname 
variants when researching  

 

}Possibly the most common reason why 
ancestors cannot be found  

 

Rockhampton Nov 2015 

Shauna Hicks  

History Enterprises 



}Both given names  and surnames  

 

}Abbreviations ð Wm, Thos, Margt , Hy 

 

}Nicknames ð my Pearl turned out to be Maria!  

 

}Aliases and de facto relationships  

 

}Maiden names for childrenõs birth entries 
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http://surname-society.org  
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http://surname-society.org/marriage-finder  


