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 Family history & Local history - Intertwined 

 

 Similar skills, similar resources 

 

 Marriage = bridge to the past (Pauleen Cass) 

https://cassmob.wordpress.com/utp-presentation  

 

 No family history without having sex (Carol 
Baxter) www.carolbaxter.com  

 

 Love, sex and damn lies! 
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Herbert White from Wiltshire, England meets Dorcas Trevasks 
from Moonta, South Australia in Charters Towers, Queensland 
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Thomas and Elizabeth Price from Staffordshire, England 



https://www.google.com/maps  
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Henry Price (50) 
& Alice White (46) 
 
 = 
 
 My Mum 



 Pregnant brides! 
 

 Herbert had to marry Dorcas 
 

 Alice had to marry Henry 
 

 Thomas and Elizabeth fell pregnant within 
days of marrying 
 

 They all had 8-10 children 
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 At last a wedding photo – my great 
grandparents 

 

 Her wedding ring passed down to me 

 

 But so many lies! 
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 James Carnegie 

 grandson of John & 
Helen Carnegie 

 

 Married Mary Finn in 
1906 in Brisbane 
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 John Carnegie & Helen Stratton married in 
Montrose, Scotland 1861 

 Daughter Helen/Ellen born 1862 

 Son John born 1864 

 

 1865 arrive in Queensland on the Sunda 
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Sunda 
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 Son John dies in Brisbane Apr 1866 

 

 Daughter Georgina born Brisbane Jan1867 

 

 Family disappears after Sep 1869 (another 
daughter was born but birth could not be 
located) 

 

 Disappearance = family skeleton! 

 

 And a new surname 
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Queensland Police Gazette, Sep 1869 

Discharged from HM Gaol Brisbane 
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Received a 7s 6d gratuity for 
his two months imprisonment 
with hard labour 
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Death of Georgina  Mar1871 
 
Birth of Clara  Jul1872  
 
Both under the surname Stanley  
 
in Grafton, New South Wales 
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 Sep 1879 John Carnegie selected Portion 16, 
Parish of Toorbul 

 20 acres fronting Pumicestone Passage just 
north of Ningi Creek 

 

 Only way to access this property was by boat! 
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Property wanted is not even 
surveyed  
 
Date places family there 
from the very beginning of 
the settlement of Toorbul 
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John Carnegie one of the contributors to the Causeway 
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Big Question: How does 17 year old 
Ellen fall pregnant in 1879 and why 
doesn’t she marry the baby’s father?  



 Portion 16 – 18 acres 

 Weatherboard house, shingle roof, verandah 
in front £40 

 2 slab sheds, shingle roofs £16 

 10 chain of drain £15 

 10 chain of rail split fence planted with 
Duranta hedge £12 

 2 acres cleared, weeded and planted as 
orchard and garden £50 
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 Portion 40V – 140 acres 

 House 14 x 10 sawn timber, shingle roof £15 

 Fowl house and yard £5 

 68 chain barbed wire fencing £25 
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 Queensland Government Votes & Proceedings 
1884-1891, 1900 

 1884 John Carnegie holds two banks north of 
Ninghi Creek, ‘has gone to extraordinary 
labour on his selection digging drains and 
embankments. He has about 500 bags on it’. 

 1885 John Carnegie approx 1,000 bags, 
Jones 1,000 bags, Hamilton Brothers 3,000 
bags, Tripcony 200 bags, MBO Coy 500, 
Turner 1,000 bags, Freeman 500 bags 
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 1886 John Carnegie holds 3 banks north of 
Ninghi Creek, has gone to considerable trouble 
with the cultivation of his oyster banks, and on 
being informed of whelk tingle by Mr Carr, he 
with his children (Clara 14, James 6), collected 
several cwt of whelk tingles off his banks. He 
also has stones and stakes laid down for the 
catchment of spat. 

 1888 Mills, Turner, Carnegie and Jones have a 
large amount of cultivation but few marketable 
oysters -the borer, or whelk tingle, is very 
plentiful in Ninghi Creek – pierces and kills young 
oysters 
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Oyster leases are 
numbered and 
marked on the map. 

Tripcony 

Perry 

Freeman 

Turner 

Carnegie 
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QGG  
16 Mar 1901 
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Grandparents listed 
as his parents  
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 If Alick Ferguson wants my address you can 
always give him the one you have got from me if 
he wants to write to me I hope him & Nellie are 
quite well & your mother father & Jim Give them 
all my kind love & I hope you all have a Merry 
Xmas & a Happy New Year  Kiss the two boys for 
me & tell them when Daddy comes home he will 
bring them lots of nice things when he comes if 
they are good boys I must now conclude with 
kindest love to you & the two boys from your 
loving hubby Charley 

 

Shauna Hicks  UTP Feb 2016 



Shauna Hicks  UTP Feb 2016 



 Not mentioned in his grandparents’ wills or on their 
death certificates 
 

 Not mentioned on his mother’s death certificate 
 

 His mother’s will left everything to Clara Bishop or if 
she predeceased Helen, then it was to go to her 
nephew John Carnegie Davis 
 

 Helen’s funeral notice simply states ‘beloved sister of 
Mrs CS Bishop’ 
 

 Did Ellen/Helen want nothing to do with her son OR 
did James want nothing to do with his mother? 
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Still a mystery?? 

1895 
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Spear & 
Musket 
P135, 
(1979) 
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Toorbul Cemetery  
late 1970s 
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Carnegie grave in Toorbul 
cemetery, 2013 
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Jack Gunderson & 
Kathleen Carnegie on 
their wedding day  
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 Family history is nothing without local history 

 

 Intertwined by time, place and family 

 

 But don’t forget love, sex & those damn lies 

 

 You just might not be who you think you are! 

 

 Thank You 
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