
 Shauna Hicks 

www.shaunahicks.com.au  

 

www.shaunahicks.com.au/shhe-genie-rambles  

 

 Diary of an Australian Genealogist 
http://diaryofanaustraliangenealogist.blogspot.com.au  

 

 Twitter https://twitter.com/HicksShauna @HicksShauna 
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 PROV history 

 

 PROV website resources 

 

 Access the Collection 

 

 Search Methodology 

 

 Tips & Tricks 
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 Research Pathways 

 

 PROVguides & PROVhowtoguides 

 

 Publications 

 

 Wiki 

 

 Blog 
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 Enewsletter 

 

 Provenance annual online digital journal 

 

 Private Lives Public Records: Family History 
Resources at PROV 

 

 Lands Guide: A Guide to  

Finding Records of Crown  

Land at PROV 
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http://prov.vic.gov.au/publications/

provenance  

http://prov.vic.gov.au/publications/provenance
http://prov.vic.gov.au/publications/provenance
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Explore links 

and categories 
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PROV Blog  
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http://wiki.prov.vic.gov.au/index.php/

PROV_Wiki_-_Home  
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 Name identified data within Access the 
Collection eg land indexing projects 

 

 Name indexing eg immigration projects 

 

 Importing electronic indexes yearly eg wills 
and probates from 1992 onwards 

 

 Digitising eg wills and probates 1841-1925 
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 Using Access the Collection 

 

 Keyword Searching 
◦ Simple or Advanced search 
◦ Find by series number 
◦ Search all fields, physical or digital 
◦ Wildcard searching eg asterisk (*) – ship* gives shipping 

and *ship gives wardship 
 

 Don’t forget Serendipity! 

 

 Examples – surname & place name 
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Note use of initials 

for given names 
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Advanced search 

– all the words 

using surname 

and place name 



 Inward correspondence 

 Registers 

 Unique number for registration for tracking 
and filing 

 Indexes  

 Classify it, by name, subject etc 

 Aid to finding it again, later (maybe) 

 Separate outward correspondence 

 Separate indexes to outward correspondence 
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VPRS 12011 



 VPRS 14521/P1 Unit 1 
◦ Minutes of Meetings of the Sludge Abatement Board 

1938-1980 

◦ Page 19 – a dozen or so land occupiers are making 
applications for permission to ‘sluice’ in areas of 
Castlemaine and Daylesford – some were accepted 
and some denied 

 

 VPRS 16085/P1 
◦ Plans for Construction of the Emergency Wheat 

Storage Facilities at Marmalake (also known as 
Murtoa Stick Shed) and Dunolly, 1941-1967 
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VPRS  

16085 
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 Rate Books 
◦ Land 

◦ Water 

 

 Valuation Registers 

 

 Council amalgamations 1993-1995 
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 VPRS 472/P2 
◦ Register of Appointment of the Justices of the Peace 

1935 –1985 (contents back to 1862) 

 

 VPRS 16149/P1  
◦ Register of Licensed Shorthand Writers 1891-1975 

 

 VPRS 266/P1 
◦ Inward Registered Correspondence 1857-1986 
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VPRS 266 



 VPRS 1053 
◦ Register of Unemployed Tradesmen & Labourers 

1892-1893 

 

 Service history of railway employees 
◦ At least 21 series, typically records punishments, 

promotions, exams 

 Incomplete series, many are hard to use 

 Divided by Branch 

 

 PROVguides 
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 Information on boys sent to work in the country, 
usually on farms - carried out by an unknown 
charity & Education Department. 
 
Each entry covers two folios, on facing pages. 
The first details work history & second details the 
boy’s wage account. 
 
Work history lists the boy’s name and age, a 
record number, names of living relatives 
(parents), boy’s address, religion, and the wage 
payable to the boy. 
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 1916 exemptions from military service 
◦ Registers of applications 

◦ Applications for exemption 

 

 Patriotic records 
◦ Patriotic fund files, minutes and correspondence 

◦ Employee records 
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Entrée Card, including first class rail ticket 

to Flemington Race Course, for the Royal 

Review, as part of the Federation 

celebrations in 1901.  
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www.prov.vic.gov.au 

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/
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Beechworth 

Asylum  

Females 1904-1911 
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Beechworth 

Asylum  

Males 1867-1872 
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 Parish and Township Working Plans Online, PROV 
PROVguide 30 
www.access.prov.vic.gov.au/public/PROVguides/PR
OVguide030/PROVguide030.jsp   

 Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Waterworks 
(MMBW )plans - PROVguide 6 Property & Building 
Research provides information on this series and 
links to some of the MMBW plans which have been 
digitised and placed online by SLV  
http://www2.slv.vic.gov.au/about/pastfuture/futur
e/digitising/mmbw.html 
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 Department of Education 

 Melbourne Water Corporation 

 Public Transport Corporation 

 Public Works Department 

 State Bank of Victoria 

 Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital 

 Zoological Board of Victoria 
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www.archivalaccessvictoria.com  

http://www.archivalaccessvictoria.com/


 

Port Macquarie Sep 2015  © Shauna Hicks  

www.archivalaccessvictoria.com  

http://www.archivalaccessvictoria.com/


 

Port Macquarie Sep 2015  © Shauna Hicks  

www.archivalaccessvictoria.com  

http://www.archivalaccessvictoria.com/


 PROV has approx 100km of records 

 

 Nearly everything has the potential to be of 
interest to someone 

 

 And don’t forget Keyword searching & the 
serendipity factor!  

 

 Research does not have to be boring but it is 
time consuming – enjoy! 
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