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 Establish what ship an ancestor arrived on 
 

 Obtain any relevant documents eg 
passenger lists, health officer’s reports, 
shipboard diaries 
 

 Locate a photograph or illustration 
 

 Look for newspaper reports 
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 Try state archives – indexes online 

 

 Cora Num’s Shipping and Migration 
Research on the Internet 

 

 The Ship’s List – online transcripts & 
indexes  
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www.theshipslist.com 

http://www.theshipslist.com/


 Be aware of spelling variations if a passenger 
list is elusive 

 

 Try other states as people moved around 

 

 Search either side, or even a few days, of an 
arrival date in the newspaper 

 

 Look in other capital cities for photographs – 
ships visited more than one port/colony 
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 Trove 

  

 National Library or State Libraries 

 

 Lloyd’s Register of Shipping – will give basic 
details of size, type etc 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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www.anmm.gov.au 

http://www.anmm.gov.au/
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www.anmm.gov.au 
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www.anmm.gov.au   

http://www.anmm.gov.au/
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http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/Lloyds.htm 

http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/Lloyds.htm
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TIP: Make sure you 

have the right ship 

– check date of 

construction! 

http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/ShipsS2.htm 

http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/ShipsS2.htm
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 Not always possible to establish – bit easier 
with convicts’ trial records 

 

 Can make educated guesses for immigrants 

 
◦ Desire for a better life for themselves and family 

 

◦ Newspapers in home country can be useful in 
providing clues 
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http://archive.scotsman.com  

http://archive.scotsman.com/


 Official reports  
◦ Health Officer’s reports,  
◦ School reports 

 
 Official enquiries into voyages 
◦ Votes and Proceedings (V&P) 
◦ Parliamentary Papers (PP) 

 

 Publications 
 

 Newspapers 
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 Charles Bateson – 5 sections between 1787–
1868, 220 pages 
 

 Active (part of Third Fleet) long passage of 
183 days, bad weather, 21 convicts died, 
survivors in feeble and emaciated state, 
complained bitterly of not having their 
proper allowance of provisions – although 
partially starved (Queen was much worse) 
no action taken by British authorities 
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 Third Fleet convicts in 1791 more humanely treated 
than those in the Second Fleet - mortality rate was 
lower but still excessive & precautions against 
illness inadequate – 576 needed medical treatment 

 Phillip said “Although the convicts landed from 
these ships were not so sickly as those brought out 
last year, the greatest part of them are so 
emaciated, so worn away by long confinement, or 
want of food, or from both these causes, that it will 
be long before they will recover their strength, and 
which many of them never will recover” 

 

 Samuel Pyers 79 years old when he died 
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 Annual immigration reports to Government 

 

 List all ships arriving, number of immigrants, 
free or assisted, any inquiries and remarks 

 

 Can give additional background information 
which is often also reported in newspaper 
accounts of the voyage and arrival 
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 Legion of Honour 486 souls or 424½ adults  
◦ Badly conducted. A bad selection. Several of the 

immigrants were apparently men who had lived by 
their wits in England 

 

 Queen of the South 524 souls or 456 adults 
◦ Very badly conducted. A very bad selection. The 

generality of the single men appeared to be the 
sweepings of St Giles and Whitechapel. 
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 Legion of Honour - 90 days 

 General conduct of the passengers has not 
been good.  

 Evinced a strong spirit of animosity and 
resistance towards the authorities of the 
ship.  

 The single men, with few exceptions, have 
most certainly left their country for their 
country’s good. 
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 Provisions and water of the best quality 
 

 Passengers showed a marked and most 
unwarranted aversion to the use of preserved 
meat, large quantities wilfully wasted 
 

 Medical comforts tolerably good with the 
exception of the port and sherry which was 
vile! 
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 Deaths (4 adults, 1 child, 
2 infants) 

 

 Births (6 with 3 stillborn) 

 

 Bronchitis – 10 

 

 Pneumonia – 21 

 

 Broncho pneumonia –5 

 Infantile remittant fever – 
20 
 

 Gonorrhoea – 17 
 

 Chancres – 9 (syphilis) 
 

 Meningitis  - 2 
 

 Pertussis – 5 (whooping 
cough) 
 

 Plus other illnesses  
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 Females 
 6 shifts 

 
 2 warm , strong flannel 

petticoats 
 

 6 pairs stockings 
 

 2 pairs strong shoes 
 

 2 strong gowns, 1 which 
must be warm 

 Males 
 6 shirts 

 
 6 pairs stockings 

 
 2 warm flannel or 

Guernsey shirts 
 

 2 pairs of new shoes 
 

 2 complete suits of 
strong exterior 
clothing 
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£1 Ships Kit 
 1 bed and pillow 
 1 pair blankets & sheets 
 1 counterpane 
 1 water bottle, 1 wash 

basin 
 1 plate, 1 pint drinking 

mug, 1 quart 
 1 knife and fork, 2 

spoons 
 3 lbs marine soap 
 1 slop pail 

 

10s 6d Ship’s Kit 
 1 bed, 1 pair sheets 
 1 water bottle 
 1 wash basin 
 1 plate  
 1 pint drinking mug 
 1 knife and fork, 2 

spoons 
 3 lbs marine soap 
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 In archival records – try National Archives & 
State Archives 
 

 In manuscript collections - National Library & 
State Libraries 
 

 Ian Nicholson’s Log of Logs – 3 vols – online 
https://zenodo.org/record/6901#.VUXKI_mqqkr   
 

 AJCP – Part 7 Admiralty Records 
◦ Medical journals – convict ships (Ancestry) 
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au  

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/


UTP Baltic cruise Jul 2015 Shauna Hicks  History Enterprises 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au   

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/


 Can provide more details on the voyage 

 

 May give lists of passengers 

 

 Will give cargo details and perhaps testimonials 

 

 May even have a photograph or illustration 

 

 May provide editorial comment on immigrants 
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 1860s & 70s – high death rate on some ships 

 

 Sultana 1866 

 

 Overcrowded  

 

 Scarlatina (scarlet fever) broke out 
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 80 deaths – 2 adults, 78 children under 8 
years 

 

 Room No 20 - 10ft by 6ft 7in by 7ft 6in 
◦ 3 berths, 11 souls = 7 adults 

 

 Room No 34 – 3ft 2in by 9ft 6in by 7ft 6in 
◦ 4 adults 

 

 Surgeon not very capable, Captain and crew 
praised 
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 Health Officer’s report – little attention paid 
to ventilation, less to cleanliness 
◦ Many of the bunks were wet during the greater part 

of the voyage – from leakage from the galley and 
single females’ water closet (toilet) 

 

◦ Water closets for men, 4 on each side, were without 
doors, and certainly disgusting looking when seen 
filled by occupants. 
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 German Immigration  
 129 gallons of water 
◦ Should have been 6 pints 

per person per day, daily 
issue was 16.5 ounces, 
less than 1 pint – no 
wonder they were thirsty 

 Deck space 12 feet 
 Total number of berths 

362 
 Sailed with 423 

passengers and 19 
crew 

 British Immigration 
 214 gallons of water 
 Deck space 18 feet 
 Total number of berths 

239 
 

 NB Wandrahm was 
overloaded by 80 
persons but if British 
she would have been 
overloaded by 203 
persons 
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 The behaviour of the people on board the 
ship I must call excellent, considering the 
great sufferings they had to endure 
 

 We never had the slightest disturbance of any 
kind; and after they had once or twice, in the 
most pacific manner, protested against the 
badness of the water and the cooking, they 
stayed quietly downstairs to see their children 
dying from starvation (46 deaths) 

UTP Baltic cruise Jul 2015 Shauna Hicks  History Enterprises 



 And last, but not least, I will mention that no 
attention whatsoever was paid to the 
religious feelings of the people. No divine 
service was ever held on board; the dead 
were thrown overboard like so many dogs at 
night time. 
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http://oceans1.customer.netspace.net.au  

http://oceans1.customer.netspace.net.au/
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 Almost an endless list of resources for 
establishing what your ancestor’s voyage 
was like 

 

 Use all of the sources and you will come 
very close to understanding what your 
ancestors experienced 

 

 Good luck! 
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