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Introduction 
 No central registration 

 

 Colonies/states and territories 

 

 Archives & Supreme Courts 

 

 Newspapers 
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Probate documents 
 Copies of wills - signatures 

 

 Death certificates 

 

 Inventories of property - real and personalty 

 

 Affidavits 

 

 Correspondence 
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New South Wales 
 State Records NSW 

 Archives in Brief 

 Online indexes 

 Deceased estate files 1880-1923 online index 

 Probate packets 1817-1890, 1928-1976, 1989 name 
indexed in Archives Investigator 

 Intestate estate case papers 1818-1914 (online index 
currently covers 1821-1909) 
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www.records.nsw.gov.au/state-archives/indexes-

online/indexes-to-deceased-estates-and-related-records  
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finding-aids/archives-in-brief/archives-in-brief-29  
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If “helen chick” as search term, 

then only that one entry 

appears 

http://search.records.nsw.gov.au 

http://search.records.nsw.gov.au/
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http://search.records.nsw.gov.au 

If no inverted commas, then all 

Chicks appear but not all Helens 

http://search.records.nsw.gov.au/
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http://investigator.records.nsw.gov.au 

http://investigator.records.nsw.gov.au/
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Victoria 
 Wills and probate records  

 1841-1925 free online 

 

 1926-2009 search online, but view in reading room 

 

 2010 onwards contact Victorian Probate Office 
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http://prov.vic.gov.au/research/wills-and-probate  
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http://prov.vic.gov.au 

http://prov.vic.gov.au/
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www.access.prov.vic.gov.au 

Children’s names 

and ages 

Signature 

http://www.access.prov.vic.gov.au/
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Tasmania 
Linc Tasmania – Tasmania’s Heritage 

 Family history  

 Wills 

 Online index 1824-1989 - digitised & online free 

 Documents digitised are not the originals – transcribed copies 
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www.linc.tas.gov.au/research/browse-by-

category/familyhistory2/fillinggaps/wills  

http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/research/browse-by-category/familyhistory2/fillinggaps/wills
http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/research/browse-by-category/familyhistory2/fillinggaps/wills
http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/research/browse-by-category/familyhistory2/fillinggaps/wills
http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/research/browse-by-category/familyhistory2/fillinggaps/wills
http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/research/browse-by-category/familyhistory2/fillinggaps/wills


QFHS Jun 2014 

Shauna Hicks  

History Enterprises 
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http://stors.tas.gov.au/AD960-1-8-1424  
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http://stors.tas.gov.au/AD960-1-8-1424


South Australia 
 Index 1844- 1997 (Probate Registry, Genealogy SA and 

SLSA) 

 Graham Jaunay article on SA Wills and Probate 
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www.archives.sa.gov.au/familyhistory/records.html  

www.familyhistorysa.info/genealogysa.html#ct  

http://www.archives.sa.gov.au/familyhistory/records.html
http://www.familyhistorysa.info/genealogysa.html
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www.jaunay.com/newsletter/

newsletter46.html  

http://www.jaunay.com/newsletter/newsletter46.html
http://www.jaunay.com/newsletter/newsletter46.html
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www.jaunay.com/newsletter/newsletter46.html  

Findmypast.com.au for 

government gazettes  

Ancestry.com.au has NSW  

http://www.jaunay.com/newsletter/newsletter46.html


Western Australia 
 State Records Office of Western Australia 

 

 Index on fiche, records on microfilm 

 

 Information Sheet 

 

 Less than 75 years restricted, need permission from 
Supreme Court of WA 
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www.sro.wa.gov.au/sites/default/

files/infosheet-probate_000.pdf  

No reference to 

names being 

indexed in AEON 

http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/infosheet-probate_000.pdf
http://www.sro.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/infosheet-probate_000.pdf
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http://aeon.sro.wa.gov.au 

http://aeon.sro.wa.gov.au/
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http://aeon.sro.wa.gov.au 
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Northern Territory 
 Probate index 1911-1991 

  Microfiche 

 Published by Genealogical Society of the Northern 
Territory 
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www.artsandmuseums.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/

0018/144054/Probates_Oct2012.pdf  

http://www.artsandmuseums.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/144054/Probates_Oct2012.pdf
http://www.artsandmuseums.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/144054/Probates_Oct2012.pdf


Australian Capital Territory 
 Since 1967 Supreme Court has kept a register of files 

 

 Indexes on public access 

 

 Supreme Court, Probate Registry, Canberra ACT 2601 
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New Zealand 
 FamilySearch 1848-1991 

 

 Archives New Zealand 
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https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1865481  

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1865481
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https://familysearch.org  

https://familysearch.org/
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www.facebook.com/pages/Twisted-Twigs-On-Gnarled-Branches-

Genealogy/269836083081714  
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http://trove.nla.gov.au 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz. 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/
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Conclusion 
 Some states more accessible than others 

 

 Changing all the time, new indexes & digitised images 
online 

 

 Newspapers may provide date/place if indexes not 
accessible 

 

 Good luck! 
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