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 The Australian Joint Copying Project: a 
Genealogical Treasure Trove by Pam Ray in Our 
Colonial Heritage, 2nd Australasian Congress, 
Adelaide 1980 

 The Australian Joint Copying Project: Another 
Bridge to Cross by Mary-Anne Pattison in 
Bridging the Generations, 4th Australasian 
Congress, Canberra 1986 

 Tracing Criminals Transported to Australia Using 
Sources at the National Archives UK by Roger 
Kershaw in Family History: The Access 
Revolution, 11 Australasian Congress, Darwin 
2006 (no mention of AJCP but class numbers are 
given) 
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 The Australian Joint Copying Project for 
family historians by Colin Sheehan, Library 
Board of Queensland, Brisbane, 1989 

 

 Bound For Australia by David Hawkings, 
Library of Australian History, Sydney, 1988 
(no cross references to AJCP) 
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 What is the AJCP? 
 

 Brief history of the AJCP 
 

 Where is the AJCP available? 
 

 AJCP Handbooks – key guides – provide an 
index to material copied 
 

 Microfilm & Online 
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 Possibly one of the longest running projects 
in the world 

 Over 10,000 reels of microfilmed records 
dating from 1560-1984 

 Thousands of classes of records & collections 
relevant to Australia, New Zealand & Pacific 

 Hundreds of archives, libraries, museums, 
organisations and private hands 
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 Started in 1945, last reel received 1997 

 Agreement between NLA and SLNSW to copy 
material held in the UK relevant to Australia 
and the Pacific (1945-1988, then with SLV, 
National Library NZ, National Archives NZ and 
several university libraries) 

 1945-1960 material held PRO UK now NA UK 

 1960 -1997material held in British Library, 
National Libraries of Scotland, Ireland & 
Wales, university libraries, museums, etc 
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 Two major series 

 

 Public Record Office series – 7314 reels, 
arranged by creating agency 

 

 Miscellaneous series – 3105 reels, grouped 
under name of creating agency or person or 
under repository that now holds the records 
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 Part 1 - Introduction and Shelf Lists 
 

 Part 2 - Colonial Office (correspondence, 
petitions) 
 

 Part 3 - Home Office (convict and criminal 
records) 
 

 Part 4 - War Office (military records) 
 

 Part 5 - Foreign Office (not so useful for family 
history) 
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 Part 6 - Exchequer and Audit Departments; Privy Council 
Office; Board of Trade; Treasury (some Surgeon 
Superintendent’s journal for convict ships) 
 

 Part 7 – Admiralty (medical journals) 
 

 Part 8 - Miscellaneous copying (M series) (subject index) 
 

 Part 9 - Public Record Office Personal Collections (some WA 
convict information) 
 

 Part 10 - Dominions Office (settlement schemes) 
 

 Part 11 – Classes filmed in last 5 years of Project (some 
military records for WA 1850-1862) 
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 Basically correspondence 
◦  Australia including each of the States 

 
◦ Bermuda 

 
◦ Fiji and the Western Pacific 

 
◦ Gibraltar 

 
◦ Newfoundland 

 
◦ New Guinea 

 
◦ New Zealand 
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 CO 13 - Original correspondence for South Australia 
CO 17 - Blue books for South Australia 
CO 18 - Original correspondence for WA 
CO 19 - WA Acts 1844-1852 
CO 201 - Original correspondence for NSW 
CO 206 - Blue books for NSW 
CO 207 - Convicts in NSW 
CO 234 - Original correspondence for Queensland 
CO 280 - Original correspondence for Tasmania 
CO 284 - Blue books for Tasmania 
CO 309 - Original correspondence for Victoria 
CO 313 - Blue books for Victoria 
CO 714 - Index to Correspondence for NSW, QLD, SA, 
TAS, VIC, WA and NZ 
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www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/guides/family_history/australian_joint_

copying_project/using_the_ajcp_handbooks  

State Library of 

Western 

Australia subject 

guide on using 

the AJCP 

(includes a 

useful 

bibliography of 

other useful 

sources) 

http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/find/guides/family_history/australian_joint_copying_project/using_the_ajcp_handbooks
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 HO 8 Convict prisons 

 HO 10 Convicts, NSW and Tasmania 

 HO 11 Convict transportation registers 

 HO 13 Criminal papers 

 HO 16 Old Bailey Sessions. Returns of 
convicted prisoners 

 HO 26/27 Criminal registers 

 

 MUST for anyone with convict ancestors! 
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www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

records/looking-for-

person/transportees.htm  
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www.oldbaileyonline.org 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/


 WO 10 - Muster books and pay lists, Artillery 

 WO 11 - Muster books and pay lists, Royal 
Engineers 

 WO 12 - Muster books and pay lists, General 

 WO 22 – Pensions 

 WO 25 - Various registers including 
description books, casualty returns – good for 
102nd Foot or New South Wales Corps 
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 Correspondence 
◦ Borneo 

◦ France 

◦ Pacific Islands 

◦ Prussia and Germany 

◦ Sardinia 

 Embassy archives - France (Papeete) 

 

 Not as useful for genealogy/family history 

Shauna Hicks GSQ May 2014 



 Exchequer and Audit Departments 

 Privy Council Office 

 Board of Trade 

 Treasury 

 Paymaster General’s Office 

 Board of Longitude 

 Ministry of Transport 

Shauna Hicks GSQ May 2014 



 Adm 6 - Records relating to convict hulks, 
Cumberland, Ganymede and Dolphin 

  
Adm 36 - Ships’ musters 

  
Adm 51/55 - Captains’ logs 

  
Adm 96 - Royal Marines pay office records 

  
Adm101 - Medical journals for convict and 
emigrant ships 
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 Personal papers 
◦ Reel M692 Allan Cunningham papers 

 Record office collections 
◦ Reels M1170-1171 Dorset Record Office cover 

Dorset Quarter Session transportation orders 1783-
1851 

 Other organisations eg British Women’s 
Emigration Association, Society of Friends 
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 Important dignitaries 
◦ Carnarvon 

◦ Pitt 

◦ Abbot 

◦ Russell 

◦ Granville 

◦ Hatton 

◦ Cardwell 

◦ Northcote 

◦ Anderson 
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 Correspondence 

 

 Secret despatches 1943 -1946 

 

 Overseas settlement 
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 State Library of Queensland 
◦ AJCP M Series individually listed in online catalogue 

 

 National Library of Australia 
◦ Individual series listed in Trove 

◦ Interlibrary loans 

 

 Access without the Handbooks?? 
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www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/australian-

joint-copying-project-handbook-1  
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http://catalogue.nla.gov.au/Record/2054790 

Some published in 

print form too 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au 

Nicholson’s Log of 

Logs for ship diaries 

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/


 SLQ British Convict Transportation Registers 
1787-1867 (over 123,000 of the 160,000 
convicts sent here) - HO 11 
www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/family-
history/info-guides/convicts  
◦ Name of convict, including any known aliases 
◦ Place of trial * 
◦ Term of years 
◦ Name of ship and date of departure 
◦ Place of arrival 
◦ Miscellaneous notes - Died at sea; Ticket of Leave, etc. 
◦ * The date of trial is recorded on the original registers 

and will be gradually added to this database 
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Also in 

Ancestry & 

free from 

NA UK 
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www.coraweb.com.au/categories/shipping-

and-migration/shipping-diaries-and-journals  
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http://grthom.info/medjour.html  

http://grthom.info/medjour.html
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www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/surgeonsatsea  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/surgeonsatsea
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 National Archives UK 
◦ Search by person name 

 
◦ Search by place 

 
◦ Search by date 

 
◦ Search by name of convict ship 

 
◦ Browse 

 
 Ancestry 

 
 Findmypast 
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www.nationalarchives.gov.uk  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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 File sent as Zip file 

 PDF enclosed 

 Need WinRaR to open 

 

 Expires after 30 days or buy a copy 
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 England & Wales criminal registers 1791-
1892 

 Australian convict transportation registers 
◦  1791 Third Fleet 

◦ Other fleets and ships 1791-1892 

 

◦ Read the source information and if it is a National 
Archives UK reference it is probably in the AJCP and 
may be available elsewhere or via interlibrary loan 
on microfilm 
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 Name of criminal 
  

Age 
  

Birthplace (not often listed after 1802) 
  

Crime 
  

When and where tried 
  

Sentence (death, transportation, imprisonment, acquittal, etc.) 
  

Where and when received 
  

Date of execution or release 
  

By whom committed, to whom delivered 
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www.findmypast.com.au  
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Shauna Hicks GSQ May 2014 



Shauna Hicks GSQ May 2014 



Shauna Hicks GSQ May 2014 

No image, no 

reference to original 

record  and   

  

 

www.findmypast.com.au 

http://www.findmypast.com.au/


 Be wary of indexes done by people 

 

 Always note original source reference 

 

 If no source reference, how do you know what 
it refers to 

 

 Always look at original document for more 
information and to check accuracy of index or 
transcript 
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 Still not the easiest source to use 

 Definitely supplements colonial convict and 
military records 

 Can lead into newspapers and other sources 
eg Colonial Secretary Office records in the 
various State Archives 

 

 Remember it’s not all online! 

 

 Thank You 
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