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 Google more than just searching the web 

 Some search strategies for maximum results 

 Useful Google tools (alpha order) 
◦ Alerts 
◦ Blogs 
◦ Blogger 
◦ Books 
◦ Images (and Videos) 
◦ Language tools 
◦ Library 
◦ Maps 
◦ Picasa 
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www.google.com.au 

https://www.google.com.au/
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Google Account – free, easy, 

benefits inc gmail, alerts, my 

library & others 
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 WWW – Who When Where 

 Keywords 
◦ Single or multiple 

◦ Google not case sensitive 

• Common words ignored 
• They slow response without enhancing quality of results 

– a, and, if, or, the, of, then, how, when, to, etc. (unless in 
Boolean capitals)  

 Different domains google.com.au vs. google.com 

– pages from Australia 
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 What is it? 
A type of search allowing users to combine keywords 

with operators such as AND, NOT and OR to further 
produce more relevant results eg brackley AND 
judge, judge NOT court, brackley OR croughton 

 To search for a phrase use quotation marks 
eg “henry spencer” 

 To retrieve variations of a word eg gunder* 

 To separate commands, use parentheses eg 
(hicks OR gunderson) AND shauna 
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◦ Using AND to include results 

◦ Using OR to include conditional results 

◦ Using NOT to exclude results 

◦ Using the – symbol to remove results 

◦ Using “quotation marks” to specify exact results 

◦ Using “wild * card” to expand exact results 

◦ Use ~ to include synonyms NOT ANY MORE 

 

 Most commands can be combined 
 “shauna * gunderson” OR “gunderson, shauna” AND 

genealogy 
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 Henry Spencer (or is that Harry?) 
 H Spencer 
 Hy Spencer 
 Spencer Henry 
 Spencer H 
 Spencer Hy 
 Spencer 
 Remember try all spelling variations too 

 
 And so on and so on! 
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News  

Blogs 

Videos 

Discussions 

Books 

Delegate ongoing 

repetitive searches 
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Blog Search 
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Google searches blogs – makes it easy 

for others to find your stories! 



http://diaryofanaustraliangenealogist.blogspot.com.au 

http://diaryofanaustraliangenealogist.blogspot.com.au/
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Google Books 
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Google Library via Google Books 
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 Invaluable foreign language translation tools 
◦ From English to … 
◦ From … to English 

 

◦ Translate text from documents or letters 
 Not perfect, but free and better than some alternatives 

 

◦ Use to correspond with non-English speaking ‘cousins’ 
 

◦ helpful for keyword translations - Place Name query in 
combination with Church, Cemetery, Town Hall, Library 

 

◦ Translate contents of web pages 
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Filtering options now under Search tools  



 Scanners, digital cameras/video now 
common place  

 

 Bloggers  

 

 Flickr, You Tube, Panoramio 

 

 Search basics still apply 
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www.panoramio.com 

Bribie Island 

http://www.panoramio.com/


Not everything is in Trove! 



Google Images 



 Leave a precise trail of breadcrumbs 
◦ Searching is a two-way street . . . Let them find you! 

 

 File names and descriptions matter 
◦ Use names and descriptive text that will point back 

to you 

◦ Consider including spelling variants  
 

 Name your files carefully 
• BAD –  pic1.jpg  or  IMG2024.jpg 

• GOOD –  jeffers_maria.jpg 
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While not Maria Jeffers, the photos above are still tagged with 

my details and come up under the same search 



• Google Video vs. YouTube 
• Google Video incorporates wide range of video results 

including podcasts eg State Library Victoria 

• YouTube only incorporates YouTube results 

 

• Types of content useful to genealogists 
• Personal vacation videos 

• Town/village tours 

• Civic events, parades, festivals 

• Interviews in native language/dialect of your ancestors 

• Genealogy “how to” and educational videos 
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Travel there online! 
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Conference sessions 
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www.youtube.com  

http://www.youtube.com/
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Only looks for 

Australian pages 

– remember to 

turn off! 

Not everything is 

on You Tube 
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http://picasa.google.com 

http://picasa.google.com/


Shauna Hicks  

History Enterprises 

Picasa’s Facial 

Recognition  
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www.flickr.com 

http://www.flickr.com/
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 Locate and ‘visit’ addresses from 
documents 

 Find points of genealogical interest eg 
church, cemetery 

 Google Suggest 
◦ Google works with what you give it…as you go 

◦ Helpful when you have only partial place names 

 Google Local 
◦ Finds search results “near” a location 

◦ Cemetery near farley, wiltshire 
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Search for a UK census address 







 Very brief overview of some Google tools that 
assist genealogy research 
 

 Experiment with some or all of them 
 

 Be aware that there are Google features that I 
didn’t even mention today 
 

 You could spend rest of your life on your 
computer!! 
 

 Have fun & thank you! 
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