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Priorities 

 Before anything else, exhaust family 

sources 

 Not just direct line, also collateral lines & 

even distant lines 

 Stimulate memories – show photographs 

& documents 

 Offer to share with others 

 Take a digital camera/scanner  with you 
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Family Sources 

 Can save time & money 

 BDM Certificates 

 Family bibles 

 Correspondence  

 Newspaper cuttings 

 Medals, sporting trophies 

 Photographs 
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Don’t Reinvent the Wheel 

 Has someone already researched the 
family? 

 Check genealogical research directories 

 Guild of One Name Studies (GOONS) 

 Rootsweb mailing list archives 

 Facebook, Genes Reunited, Ancestry, 
FindMyPast, Lost Cousins, My Heritage, 
World Connect 

 Genealogy blogs 
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www.one-name.org 

http://www.one-name.org/
http://www.one-name.org/
http://www.one-name.org/
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http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com  

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
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www.lostcousins.com 

http://www.lostcousins.com/
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www.rootsweb.ancestry.com 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
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http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com 

TIP: Have a free gmail 

address so it doesn’t change if 

you change providers  

http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
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http://geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blogs 

http://geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blogs
http://geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blogs
http://geneabloggers.com/genealogy-blogs


Key Factors – Time Saving 

 Recordkeeping  - creating, accessing & preserving 
family archives 
 Paper & digital – keep up to date with all your filing!! 

 Use a genealogy software program 

 Don’t travel to do research that you can do locally 
 Check libraries, genealogy societies, archives etc 

 Use interlibrary loan 

 E-resources 

 Your Family History Archives  
Shauna Hicks 
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Software Savings 

 Produce standard forms & charts quickly 

 Quick & easy family tree charts 

 Include scanned photos & documents 

 Easy exchange of info between families & 

other researchers 

 Provide a ‘to do’ section & notes area 
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www.dropbox.com 

http://www.dropbox.com/
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www.dropbox.com 

http://www.dropbox.com/


Free E-Resources 

 National Library of Australia 

 State Libraries 

 Free registration for e-cards 

 Online access at home to variety of pay 

to view subscriptions (not Ancestry or 

FindMyPast due to licensing 

requirements) 
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www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/ecard 

www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/join  

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/ecard
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/join
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au  

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/
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www.nla.gov.au 

http://www.nla.gov.au/
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www.irishlivesremembered.ie 

http://www.irishlivesremembered.ie/
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www.from-ireland.net 

http://www.from-ireland.net/
http://www.from-ireland.net/
http://www.from-ireland.net/


Discounts 

 Save by using transcript services for 

BDMs eg SA & NSW 

 Subscribe to email newsletters eg 

Ancestry or Findmypast to be aware of 

offers from time to time 

◦ Discounts on subscriptions 

◦ Free use of databases for limited time 

 Early bird offers for seminars, conferences 
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Transcription Services 

 New South Wales 
◦ Joy Murrin www.joymurrin.com.au   

◦ Marilyn Rowan www.transcriptions.com.au  

◦ Turtle Consolidated Services 

http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/ 

 South Australia 
◦ SA Genealogy & Heraldry Society – certificates cost 

$44.75 but transcript only $22 (@ Jan 2014) 

www.saghs.org.au/research.htm#transcriptions  
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http://www.joymurrin.com.au/
http://www.transcriptions.com.au/
http://home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle/
http://www.saghs.org.au/research.htm


Subscription Sites on the Cheap 

 May be at your local library or genealogical/ 

family history society 

 At your State Library or State Archives 

 You can do a lot in the free trial periods 

 If you have lots of interests, then a sub may be 

cheaper than travelling to research 

 More information is coming online all the time 

 If you break it down to a weekly cost, give up 

one coffee/wine (or other vice) a week! 

 

UTP Cruise 2014 

Shauna Hicks  

History Enterprises 



UTP Cruise 2014 Shauna Hicks  History Enterprises 

www.familyhistorymonth.org.au  

http://www.familyhistorymonth.org.au/


BDM Alternatives 

 Cemetery records 

◦ Burial registers/databases 

◦ Monumental inscriptions (MIs) 

 Will & probate records 

 FamilySearch 

 UK Free Cen, Free BDM, Free Reg 

 Online Parish Clerks 
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www.australiancemeteries.com/qld/index.htm 

http://www.australiancemeteries.com/qld/index.htm
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http://www.google.com/
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www.findagrave.com 

http://www.findagrave.com/
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www.prov.vic.gov.au  

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/
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https://familysearch.org  

https://familysearch.org/
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http://freeukgen.rootsweb.com  

http://freeukgen.rootsweb.com/
http://freeukgen.rootsweb.com/
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www.freereg.org.uk 

http://www.freereg.org.uk/
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www2.freebmd.org.uk 

http://www2.freebmd.org.uk/
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www.onlineparishclerks.org.uk 

http://www.onlineparishclerks.org.uk/
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http://cornwall-opc.org/Structure/resources.php 

http://cornwall-opc.org/Structure/resources.php
http://cornwall-opc.org/Structure/resources.php
http://cornwall-opc.org/Structure/resources.php
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www.cornwall-opc-database.org 

http://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/
http://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/
http://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/
http://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/
http://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/


Portal Sites 

 CoraWeb – websites for genealogists 

 

 Cyndi’s List of genealogy sites on the 

internet 

 

 Genuki – UK & Ireland genealogy 

 

 SCAN – Scottish Archive Network 
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www.coraweb.com.au 

http://www.coraweb.com.au/
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www.cyndislist.com 

http://www.cyndislist.com/
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www.genuki.org.uk 

http://www.genuki.org.uk/


www.scan.org.uk 

http://www.scan.org.uk/


UTP Cruise 2014 Shauna Hicks  History Enterprises 

www.scottishhandwriting.com 

http://www.scottishhandwriting.com/
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www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/


Membership of Genealogy &  

Family History Societies 
 Many benefits 

◦ Access to a library/ subscription databases 

◦ Knowledgeable volunteers/ members 

◦ Regular meetings, guest speakers 

◦ Seminars, workshops, conferences 

◦ Newsletter/journal  

◦ Website 

 Don’t forget to look for local historical 

societies too! 
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http://www.gsv.org.au/
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http://zades.com.au/


Serendipity 

 According to the Oxford Dictionary, the 

definition of serendipity is ‘the occurrence 

and development of events by chance in a 

happy and beneficial way’.  

 In other words, a fluke, luck  

 Search every index/database – you just 

never know 

 Trove and Papers Past 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/


Professional Researchers 

 May be necessary 
◦ Too far to travel to repository & no copy service  

◦ Need expert assistance eg foreign language or complex 
records 

 Institutions have researcher lists 

 AAGRA – www.aagra.asn.au  

 Association of Professional Genealogists 

 www.apgen.org  
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http://www.aagra.asn.au/
http://www.apgen.org/


Conclusion 

 It is possible to do family history research 

cheaply and quickly using modern 

resources and technology 

 Revisit your research – lots of projects in 

progress 

 Share your tips and tricks with others – 

everyone benefits! 
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