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Introduction

 What are the online trends?

 What are the benefits?

 How to make the best use of them?

 What are the dangers?

 Further reading/websites

 Any questions?
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Online Trends 1

 Communication purposes (some information)

 More traditional forms:

 Email

 Forums

 Listservs/Mailing lists

 Skype
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Email

 Service providers

 Bigpond, Optusnet etc

 Free email service providers

 Yahoo, Google etc

 Benefits – especially if you change service 

providers, your email address doesn’t change
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Skype

 Free to download basic version 

www.skype.com

 Allows 

 Instant written contact

 Phone calls 

 Need computer microphone

 Webcams allow visual contact as well
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Forums

 Similar to listservs

 Post queries 

 Respond to other queries

 Find out about other resources

 Make contact with others

 Rootsweb best for mailing lists
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Listservs/Mailing Lists

 Similar to forums

 Single email, email threads, archives 

 Post queries

 Respond to queries

 Find out about other resources

 Make contact with others
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Online Trends 2

 Information sources

 Blogs

 Podcasts

 RSS feeds

 Twitter

 Facebook

 E-newsletters (free)

 Eastman’s online 

genealogy newsletter 

http://blog.eogn.com

Browsers

 Chrome

 Firefox

 Internet Explorer 8

 Safari
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Best for 

Eastman’s 

newsletter
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Twitter

 Only allowed 140 characters

 Simple messages

 Tweet or follow or both

 Lengthy URLs can be shortened

 Tiny URLs www.tiny.cc

 Bit.ly http://bit.ly
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Blogs

 Web log

 Can be about anything

 Own personal family history

 Educational

 Inspirational

 Daily, weekly, whenever
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Podcasts, Webinars 
& RSS Feeds

 Podcasts

 Can be video/audio

 Allow you to see/hear a presentation that you 

might not be able to any other way

 Webinars

 RSS Feeds (Really Simple Syndication)

 Tell you when websites are updated
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Online Trends 3

 User information contribution

 Nings

 Genealogy Wise http://www.genealogywise.com

 Looking4Kin http://looking4kin.ning.com

 Wikis

 PROV wiki http://wiki.prov.vic.gov.au/index.php/PROV_Wiki_-_Home

 FamilySearch wiki  
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page
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Online Trends 4

 User pictorial contribution

 Flickr (now searchable within Trove)

http://www.flickr.com

 YouTube

http://www.youtube.com
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You can search for 

Photos, Groups or 

People
www.flickr.com
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While not Maria Jeffers, the photos below are still tagged with 

my details and come up under the same search.
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Photos included with family blog stories. 

Leave a trail of breadcrumbs so others 

can find you!
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If you can’t 

attend SRNSW 

seminars, try 

watching them 

on YouTube

www.youtube.com
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Online Trends 5

 User data contribution – some examples

 Genes Reunited 

http://www.genesreunited.com.au

 Lost Cousins http://www.lostcousins.com

 My Heritage http://www.myheritage.com

 World Connect http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com
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Online Trends 6

 The Next Generation of Genealogy 

Sitebuilding V9 

http://lythgoes.net/genealogy/software.php

 Personal Websites -examples

 Geniaus http://www.geniaus.net/
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Pay to View & Free Databases

 Examples include: (3 pay, 3 free)

 Ancestry.com.au www.ancestry.com.au

 FindMyPast Australia & NZ www.findmypast.com.au

 Find My Past www.findmypast.co.uk

 Free CEN, Free Reg, Free BDM http://freeukgen.rootsweb.com

 UK Online Parish Clerks www.onlineparishclerks.org.uk

 Family Search www.familysearch.org

 Need separate talk on them
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What are the Dangers?

 Privacy issues and Identity Theft

 Don’t give out too much personal information eg

dates of birth, mother’s maiden name

 Don’t put living people on the web

 Keep passwords secret

 Keep virus and firewall software up to date

 Spamming

 Could be separate talk 
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Conclusion

 Definitely a brave new world

 Very quick overview of some aspects

 Worth venturing into

 Rapidly changing and expanding
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