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Introduction
(Convict or Immigrant)

 Establish what ship an ancestor arrived on – search 
state archive indexes online

 Obtain the passenger list

 Obtain any other relevant lists eg health officer’s 
reports, newspaper accounts etc

 Locate a photograph or illustration

 Locate any shipboard diaries, surgeon’s journals or 
logs

 Look for secondary sources, further clues
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When Did They Arrive?

 Where to look depends on which colony or state 

they arrived in – try state archives – indexes online

 Cora Num’s How to Find Shipping and 

Immigration Records in Australia

 Nick Vine Hall’s Tracing Your Family History in 

Australia

 The Ship’s List – online transcripts & indexes 
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www.theshipslist.com
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Think Laterally 
For Best Results

 Be aware of spelling variations if a passenger 

list is elusive

 Try other states as people moved around

 Search either side, or even a few days, of an 

arrival date in the newspaper

 Look in other capital cities for photographs –

ships visited more than one port/colony
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What Did the Ship Look Like?

 Trove (PictureAustralia)

http://trove.nla.gov.au

 National Library or relevant State Library

 Vaughan Evan’s Maritime Illustration Index

– 3 volumes – indexes illustrated newspapers

 Lloyd’s Register of Shipping – will give basic 

details of size, type etc
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www.anmm.gov.au

http://www.anmm.gov.au/
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http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/Lloyds.htm

http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/Lloyds.htm
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TIP: Make sure you 

have the right ship 

– check date of 

construction!

http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/ShipsS2.htm

http://users.xplornet.com/~shipping/ShipsS2.htm
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http://members.optusnet.com.au/lenorefrost/shipslog.html

http://members.optusnet.com.au/lenorefrost/shipslog.html
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http://home.pacific.net.au/~hannahhome/

ships/samuelplimsoll.html

http://home.pacific.net.au/~hannahhome/ships/samuelplimsoll.html
http://home.pacific.net.au/~hannahhome/ships/samuelplimsoll.html


Shauna Hicks  

History Enterprises

Why Did They Immigrate?

 Not always possible to establish – bit easier with 

convicts because there are trial records

 Can make educated guesses for immigrants

 Desire for a better life for themselves and family

 Newspapers in home country can be useful in providing 

clues eg Queensland Emigration Agent advertised 

frequently in Scottish newspapers in 1860s
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What Happened on the 
Voyage?

 Websites - Google

 Official reports - Health Officer’s reports, 
school reports found in Colonial/Chief 
Secretary’s correspondence in state archives

 Official enquiries into voyages – government 
publications

 Votes and Proceedings (V&P)

 Parliamentary Papers (PP)

 Secondary sources eg books
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Convict Voyages

 Excellent secondary sources eg Bateson, Hawking, 
Brooke & Brandon

 Charles Bateson – 5 sections between 1787–1868, 
220 pages

 Active (part of Third Fleet) long passage of 183 
days, bad weather, 21 convicts died, survivors in 
feeble and emaciated state, complained bitterly of 
not having their proper allowance of provisions –
although partially starved (Queen was much worse) 
no action taken by British authorities

Yarra Plenty Aug 2012



Shauna Hicks  

History Enterprises

Captain Phillip’s response

 Despite the irregularities, the Third Fleet convicts who 
arrived in 1791 had been more humanely treated than those 
in the Second Fleet & the mortality rate was lower but still 
excessive & precautions against illness inadequate – 576 
needed medical treatment

 Phillip said “Although the convicts landed from these ships 
were not so sickly as those brought out last year, the greatest 
part of them are so emaciated, so worn away by long 
confinement, or want of food, or from both these causes, 
that it will be long before they will recover their strength, 
and which many of them never will recover”
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www.portcities.org.uk/london

Other 

ports too

http://www.portcities.org.uk/london
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V&P and PP

 Annual immigration reports to Government

 List all ships arriving, number of immigrants, 

whether free or assisted, any inquiries and 

remarks

 Can give additional background information 

which is often also reported in newspaper 

accounts of the voyage and arrival
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QLD arrivals Apr 1865 – Mar 
1866 in V&P

 Legion of Honour 486 souls or 424½ adults 

 Badly conducted. A bad selection. Several of the 

immigrants were apparently men who had lived 

by their wits in England.

 Queen of the South 524 souls or 456 adults

 Very badly conducted. A very bad selection. The 

generality of the single men appeared to be the 

sweepings of St Giles and Whitechapel.
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Surgeon’s Report 1866 in V&P

 Legion of Honour - 90 days

 General conduct of the passengers has not been 

good. 

 Evinced a strong spirit of animosity and resistance 

towards the authorities of the ship. 

 The single men, with few exceptions, have most 

certainly left their country for their country’s good.
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Legion of Honour (contd)

 Provisions and water of the best quality

 Passengers showed a marked and most 
unwarranted aversion to the use of preserved 
meat, large quantities wilfully wasted

 Medical comforts tolerably good with the 
exception of the port and sherry which was 
vile!
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Legion of Honour (contd)

 Deaths (4 adults, 1 

child, 2 infants)

 Births (6 with 3 

stillborn)

 Bronchitis – 10

 Pneumonia – 21

 Broncho pneumonia –

5

 Infantile remittant 

fever – 20

 Gonorrhoea – 17

 Chancres – 9

 Meningitis  - 2

 Pertussis – 5

 Plus other illnesses 
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Clothing Requirements

 Females

 6 shifts

 2 warm , strong flannel 

petticoats

 6 pairs stockings

 2 pairs strong shoes

 2 strong gowns, 1 

which must be warm

 Males

 6 shirts

 6 pairs stockings

 2 warm flannel or 
Guernsey shirts

 2 pairs of new shoes

 2 complete suits of 
strong exterior clothing
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Ship’s Kit

£1 Ships Kit

 1 bed and pillow

 1 pair blankets & sheets

 1 counterpane

 1 water bottle, 1 wash 
basin

 1 plate, 1 pint drinking 
mug, 1 quart

 1 knife and fork, 2 spoons

 3 lbs marine soap

 1 slop pail

10s 6d Ship’s Kit

 1 bed, 1 pair sheets

 1 water bottle

 1 wash basin

 1 plate 

 1 pint drinking mug

 1 knife and fork, 2 spoons

 3 lbs marine soap
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Shipboard Diaries, Logs 
& Letters Home

 Bring the immigrant’s experiences alive and 
add colour to the family history

 In archival records – try National Archives & 
State Archives

 In manuscript collections - National Library 
& State Libraries

 Ian Nicholson’s Log of Logs – 3 vols

 AJCP – Part 7 Admiralty Records

 Medical journals – convict ships
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Daily Routine on Convict Ship 
New Grove

 David Thomson, Surgeon 24 Nov 1834 – 1 Apr 1835 –

medical journal

 Each morning upper deck washed, then each female convict 

called up in turn bringing her bedding for stowage during 

day

 Breakfast between 8 & 9am then between decks cleaned

 Dinner about 1pm and tea at 4pm

 Beds taken below at 5pm and just before sunset all prisoners 

called on deck and as each answered their name she was 

sent down and secured for the night.
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Health on the New Grove

 Number of persons seeking medical assistance 

generally considerable especially at the start

 Change of diet, in the habits of life, as regards to 

exercise, sea sickness, depression and anxiety of 

mind arising from their situation

 5 babies born, 2 stillborn – dead some days before 

delivery probably partial separation of the placenta 

occasioned by slipping the foot in going up or down 

the ladders was the cause
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au

http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/
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Newspaper Accounts

 Can provide more details on the voyage

 May give lists of passengers

 Will give cargo details and perhaps 

testimonials

 May even have a photograph or illustration

 May provide editorial comment on 

immigrants
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Government Inquiries

 Emigration to Queensland in the 1860s and 

1870s – number of enquiries due to high 

death rate on board some ships

 Sultana 1866 80 deaths – 78 were children

 Overcrowded, scarlatina broke out, surgeon 

not very good
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Light of the Age 1866

 Health Officer’s report – Little attention paid to 

ventilation and less to cleanliness.

 Many of the bunks were wet during the greater 

part of the voyage – from leakage from the 

galley and single females’ water closet (toilet)

 Water closets for men, 4 on each side, were 

without doors, and certainly disgusting looking 

when seen filled by occupants.



Sultana 1866

 80 deaths – 2 adults and 78 children under 8 

years old

 Overcrowded

 Scarlatina broke out

 Neglect by the Surgeon

 Captain and crew praised
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Cabin Space 
( width, depth, height)

 Room No 20 - 10ft by 6ft 7in by 7ft 6in

 3 berths, 11 souls = 7 adults

 Room No 31 - 4ft 9in by 9ft 6in by 7ft 6in

 2 berths, 6 souls = 5 adults

 Room No 34 – 3ft 2in by 9ft 6in by 7ft 6in

 4 adults

 All had some means of ventilation; we think 
not sufficient for the number of inhabitants
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Wandrahm 1865

 German Immigration

 129 gallons of water

 Should have been 6 pints per 
person per day, daily issue 
was 16.5 ounces, less than 1 
pint – no wonder they were 
thirsty

 Deck space 12 feet

 Total number of berths 362

 Sailed with 423 passengers 
and 19 crew

 British Immigration

 214 gallons of water

 Deck space 18 feet

 Total number of berths 239

 NB The Wandrahm was 
overloaded by 80 persons 
but if she had been British 
she would have been 
overloaded by 203 persons



Ship’s Surgeon - Account

 The behaviour of the people on board the 
ship I must call excellent, considering the 
great sufferings they had to endure. We never 
had the slightest disturbance of any kind; and 
after they had once or twice, in the most 
pacific manner, protested against the badness 
of the water and the cooking, they stayed 
quietly downstairs to see their children dying 
from starvation (46 deaths)



Surgeon’s Final Word

 And last, but not least, I will mention that no 

attention whatsoever was paid to the 

religious feelings of the people. No divine 

service was ever held on board; the dead 

were thrown overboard like so many dogs at 

night time.
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Select Websites

 Lenore Frost 
http://members.optusnet.com.au/lenorefrost/shipslog.html

 Cora Num www.coraweb.com.au

 Perth DPS (Dead Persons Society) 

http://convictcentral.com

 Encyclopaedia of Australian Shipwrecks 

http://oceans1.customer.netspace.net.au/easw.html

 National Archives UK 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
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http://books.caribseek.com/Bonaire/The_Adventures_Of_Captain_Don/windjammer.shtml

http://coldwaterkitty.blogspot.com/2009/11/mairi-bhanwindjammer-bonaire-day-6.html
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Conclusion

 There is almost an endless list of resources for 

establishing what your ancestor’s voyage was like.

 Use all of the sources suggested during this paper 

(or in more detail in my book available from Gould 

Genealogy) and you will come very close to 

understanding what your ancestors experienced and 

in so doing you will come to know them better

 Good luck!
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