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Self Government

 New South Wales – 1788 inc Norfolk Island

 Tasmania -1825

 Western Australia - 1829

 South Australia -1842 

 Victoria - 1851

 Queensland -1859

 Northern Territory - 1978

 Australian Capital Territory – 1989

 Australian Commonwealth 1901
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Overlaps between the States

 Differing dates of self government – earliest records 

in NSW except WA which was never part of NSW

 NT part of NSW, SA and the Commonwealth

 State borders changed at different times

 Establishment of the Commonwealth in 1901 saw 

some functions and records move eg immigration, 

defence

 Still no centralised system for many functions
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Gateway Sites

 Cora Num’s Websites for Genealogists

 Subject based, links 

 www.coraweb.com.au

 Unlock The Past 

 www.unlockthepast.com.au

 Articles, book reviews, free databases, blogs, links

 Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet 

 www.cyndislist.com
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http://www.cyndislist.com/austnz.htm


Archives

 National Archives of Australia

 State Government Archives (hold colonial 

records ie pre 1901)

 Local Government Archives

 Church, school, business archives

 ASA’s Directory of Archives in Australia
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http://directory.archivists.org.au/archives/


Libraries

 National Library of Australia

 State Libraries include manuscript/heritage 

sections and often dedicated genealogy 

sections

 Local Government libraries include local 

history collections
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Christoe Street, 

Copperfield QLD 

ca 1876

Images John Oxley 

Library, SLQ
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Military Sources

 Australian War Memorial

 National Archives of Australia

 Boer War & WWI AIF digitised & free online

 WWII Nominal Roll 

 www.ww2roll.gov.au

 Commonwealth War Graves Commission

 www.cwgc.org
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Genealogical & Family History 
Societies

 State based with one or more in each capital 

city

 Local societies with one or more in each city

 AFFHO

 VAFHO, NSW & ACT Association of 

Family History Societies, History 

Queensland
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www.hagsoc.org.au/sagraves

http://www.hagsoc.org.au/sagraves/


Historical Societies

 State societies

 Local societies – not all affiliated with State

 Local History Museums – may be in addition 

to local historical society

 No centralised list – Collections Australia 

Network (CAN) 

 www.collectionsaustralia.net/
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Convicts

 Convicts to Australia

 Convicts Transportation Registers

 Ireland-Australia Transportation Database

 www.nationalarchives.ie/topics/transportation

 State Records NSW, Archives Office of Tasmania 

& State Records WA

 Australian Memory of the World Register 

 www.amw.org.au/register
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http://www.archives.tas.gov.au/nameindexes


Cemeteries

 Australian Cemeteries

 Australian Cemeteries Index

 Interment.net

 Local Government authorities – free 

databases online 

 www.coraweb.com.au/cemetaus.htm
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This historic cemetery was rescued from the 

enveloping rain forest in 1993. Original rain 

forest species were replanted, including the 

Bird Wing vine, necessary in the breeding 

cycle of the endangered Richmond River 

Bird Wing butterfly.

The team also built access paths, seats 

and rest areas. The information for the 

above summary, and the list that follows, 

were supplied in May, 1998, by the Tweed 

Shire Council.

To reach the cemetery, exit the Pacific 

highway, about 16km south of

Tweed Heads, or about 13 km, north of 

Murwillumbah, travel 3km, & turn

right to cross the river, and right again, 

twice, to follow the river bank south.

http://www.australiancemeteries.com/qld/
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Tumbulgum cemetery 

photos taken Jan 2012
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Miscellaneous

 Ryersons Index – contemporary funeral & 

death notices

 findmypast.com.au  

 Ancestry.com.au 

 Personal websites

 Graham Jaunay www.jaunay.com

 Susie Zades www.zades.com.au
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Conclusion

 There are lots of resources online for 

researching in Australia

 Explores links on the various sites

 BUT remember not everything is on the 

Internet 

 Thank you and good luck!
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