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 Background

 Dating by
◦ Type of photograph

◦ Photographer & studio backgrounds

◦ Costume

◦ Family members

◦ What’s in the Background

 Caring for photographs

 Picasa, facial recognition, tagging, 

 Further reading
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www.forensicgenealogy.info

http://www.forensicgenealogy.info/
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http://identifinders.wordpress.com/2010/11/26/the-dead-horse-investigation-update

http://identifinders.wordpress.com
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 Turn the photograph over

 Check for any clues

 If names are given eg to Mum from Alice -
who were they?
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 Daguerreotype 1839-1860

 Ambrotype 1851-1880

 Stereograph 1854-1910

 Carte-de-visite 1857-1890

 Tintype 1852-1900

 Sennotype 1863-1865

 Cabinet 1866-1905

 Panel 1875-1920

 Opalotype 1882-1900

 Snapshot 1888-

 Postcard 1905-1940s
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 Different types give broad date range

 Photographer’s studio

 Studio backgrounds

 Online gateway sites
◦ Cora Num’s Web Sites for Genealogists

◦ Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet

Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 



 1860s substantial pieces of furniture, support 
aids, subjects seated/standing full length, 
neutral background, classical features eg
columns and arches

 1870s elaborate chairs often for leaning on, 
basic outdoor sets

 1880s elaborate outdoor sets, oriental 
themes

 1890s exotic sets, vignettes (head & 
shoulders), pot plants, bicycles
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www.cyndislist.com/photos

http://www.cyndislist.com/photos


 Is there a photographer’s name on the photo?

 Who was the local photographer?
◦ Almanacs & directories

◦ Newspapers & advertisements

◦ Narrow down when photographer was in that place

 What if it’s not a commercial photographer?

 Trickier!

 Where did photos come from, which family 
member?
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www.coraweb.com.au/occsites.htm

http://www.coraweb.com.au/occsites.htm
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www.jaunay.com/photographers.html

http://www.jaunay.com/photographers.html
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www.aucklandcitylibraries.com/DigitalLibrary

http://www.aucklandcitylibraries.com/DigitalLibrary


 What’s the photograph mounted on?
◦ 1860s thin white card with square corners

◦ 1870s cream card with rounded corners

◦ 1880s thicker coloured card with rounded corners

◦ 1890s sturdy bevelled edged card with rounded 
corners
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 Men, Women, Children

 Weddings

 Working clothes

 Mourning clothes

 The Costumer’s Manifesto 
www.costumes.org/history/100pages/photodating.htm
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http://www.costumes.org/history/100pages/photodating.htm
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www.costumes.org/history/100pages/photodating.htm



 Is someone known in the photo? 

 Any suspects?

 Work out dates of birth, death – narrow down 
possibilities
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 Are there other photographs of the same 
person, family?

 Are photos consecutive ie from childhood 
through to adulthood?

 Any living family members who can help?

 Remember distant cousins may also be able 
to help?
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Check with other family 
members where you can to 
avoid misidentifying someone!

This photo was in my 
grandfather’s collection and 
because it looks like him, I had 
thought it was his father, my 
great grandfather. 

After writing a blog on my 
family, a distant cousin 
contacted me and said this 
man was his great 
grandfather, the brother of my 
great grandfather, so I still 
don’t have a photo of mine!



 Is it a house? Other building?

 Pets?

 Working environment? A mine?

 A place, street or town scene

 Social activity eg picnic, Sunday school, 
sporting event etc
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 For comparing places, streets

 For dating eg costumes, uniforms

 Unidentified Photos Australia – Carmel 
Reynen from Ballarat
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www.pictureaustralia.org 30 June cut off date 
for this URL

http://www.pictureaustralia.org/
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Search term – female costume
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Help with trying to identify 
if older person is same as 
younger person

Trying to return photo 
to family members
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www.deadfred.com

Search 
for free 
but 
small fee 
to add 
your own 
photos

http://www.deadfred.com/
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 Type of photo

 Date of photo (from 
the type)

 Subject

 Photographer

 Studio or other 
location

 Taking the picture

 Picture as artefact

 Picture in context

 Interpretation

 Personal angle – is 
it a relative?
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 Storage & care of old photographs

 Online resources
◦ AICCM

◦ NAA

 Archival supplies
◦ Albox

◦ Archival Survival

◦ Zetta Florence

 Digitising – sharing & back up copies
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www.aiccm.org.au

http://www.aiccm.org.au/
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www.archivalsurvival.com.au

http://www.archivalsurvival.com.au/


 Born digital or digitised old photographs

 Picasa for facial recognition
◦ Including census copies, army files etc

 Tagging

 Sharing online via blogs, Flickr, Facebook etc
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http://picasa.google.com

http://picasa.google.com/
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Do a quick check before 
confirming all!



Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 



Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 



Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 



Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 



Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 



Yarrawonga     Jun 2012© Shauna Hicks 

www.flickr.com

http://www.flickr.com/
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Wangaratta hotels



 Sandy Barrie – Australians Behind the Camera: 
Directory of Early Australian Photographers 
1841-1945

 Colleen Fitzpatrick – The Dead Horse 
Investigation: Forensic Photo Analysis for 
Everyone

 Lenore Frost – Dating Family Photos 1850-
1920

 Graham Jaunay – Solving Riddles in 19th

Century Photo Albums
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 Lots of resources online & offline

 Make copies of older photographs

 Identify both older & more recent 
photographs

 Scanning is boring but worthwhile

 So is sharing but once online, harder to 
control images

 Follow up today’s tips & become your own 
photo expert

 Good luck!
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