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Introduction

 Neglected/unknown sources for family history

 Two main areas

 Church/religious publications

 Weekly newspapers, magazines

 Church histories

 Church/religious records/archives 

 Talk mainly focuses on Christianity and its various 
denominations – same methodology applies to other 
religions
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Personal Examples

 Thomas & Elizabeth Price – Baptist Church, Charters 
Towers

 Family stories, Baptist year books

 Thomas Johnston – Methodist Church in Sherwood, 
Brisbane

 Obituary, Methodist indexes JOL, centenary history in weekly 
church newspaper, Methodist history

 Thomas Stephen Burstow – Baptist Church, 
Toowoomba 

 FMP Australasia ‘fishing’, church newspaper
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Baptist Year Book 1908-09

Charters Towers ca 1905 
– John Oxley Library
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Queensland Methodist 
Times – Sherwood Special 
Number September 1936

Sherwood Methodist Church ca 1906 
– John Oxley Library
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Don’t forget to look 
at advertisements 
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Annals of Achievement: A Review of Queensland Methodism 1847-1947
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Resource Categories
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 Directories
 Indexes & bibliographies
 Records & guides to records
 Histories
 Biographical information
 Newspapers & journals
 Photographs & newspaper clippings
 Women
 Education
 Ephemera
 Missions & Reserves
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Finding the Church

 What was their religion/denomination?

 What churches were in the community?

 Post office directories & Almanacs

 Town directories

 Ecclesiastical directories 

 Church histories

 Local histories

 Newspapers

 Maps
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1906 Pugh’s Almanac 
Queensland
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www.findmypast.com.au

Yarrawonga   Jun 2012

http://www.findmypast.com.au/


What Are Church Publications?

 Weekly newspaper/magazine

 Journal

 Published history of religion/denomination

 In print

 Microfilm

 Online 

 Finding them!
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What’s In Libraries?

 Search TROVE

 Search NLA’s library catalogue

 Search State library catalogue

 Traps for the unwary
 Changing titles, stopping and starting

 Missing issues

 Split collections
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http://trove.nla.gov.au
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http://trove.nla.gov.au

Brisbane Courier 12 Jun 1909
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http://trove.nla.gov.au
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au
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July 1914 p5
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http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz
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Handy Guides

 Relatively few & mostly for parish registers

 State Library of Queensland Family History Info 
Guide 3.3 Australian Parish Records in microform & 
electronic formats (NSW, TAS, QLD & WA)

 Society of Australian Genealogists Basics on Church 
Records (Australia)

 Tasmania’s Heritage

 Find Your Ancestors in Church Publications (Shauna 
Hicks) – 12 part series in Australian Family Tree 
Connections Dec 2009 to Nov 2010
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www.slq.qld.gov.au
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www.sag.org.au
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www.linc.tas.gov.au/tasmaniasheritage/search/guides
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Religious & Church Records/Archives

 Australian Society of Archivists
 Directory of Australian Archives 

 Free to search

 Voluntary so not every archive listed 

 Entries may not be up to date

 State Libraries &  State Archives

 Religious/Church Historical Societies

 Australian Women’s Register
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http://directory.archivists.org.au
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www.anglicanarchives.org.au
Has both the Diocese of Brisbane and the 
Diocese of Carpentaria
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www.anglicanarchives.org.au
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http://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au

Bulimba Methodist Church 
Choir ca 1914
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www.linc.tas.gov.au
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http://catalogue.statelibrary.tas.gov.au
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http://search.slv.vic.gov.au
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www.womenaustralia.info
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Church Photographs

 Picture Australia

 Flickr

 Historical societies & museums – not always 
digitised, or in Picture Australia

 Don’t forget Google Images search
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www.pictureaustralia.org
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Raff Street, Methodist Church Toowoomba ca 1924 
(believed to be Sunday School  and Bible Group 
members) – John Oxley Library
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www.flickr.com
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www.google.com.au
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Don’t forget to do a Google images search for parish churches overseas too!

Pitton & Farley, Wiltshire
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3620 records in 15 seconds – not all 
relevant but some most definitely are!
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Conclusion

Shauna Hicks

 Identify which church family associated with 

 Identify any records/publications

 Look for photos, especially group photos

 Local, centenary or other milestone histories

 Find your ancestors in church!
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