
 Shauna Hicks

 www.shaunahicks.com.au

 SHHE Genie Rambles 

www.shaunahicks.com.au/shhe-genie-rambles

 Diary of an Australian 

Genealogist
http://diaryofanaustraliangenealogist.blogspot.com

 Twitter: HicksShauna
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 Why it isn’t all online
◦ Only the tip of a very big iceberg

 Using Internet to find information

 Using Libraries and Archives more effectively

 Don’t forget local resources
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 Still print publications in libraries

 Still manuscript/archival records in archives 

 Information in microform or CD formats

 Might be handwritten format card indexes

 Cost to digitise – money & time

 Only the most popular items online
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 Name gatherers

 Family historians
◦ Where did they live?

◦ Where did they go to school?

◦ What work did they do?

◦ Did they enlist in any wars?

◦ Did they live a will?

◦ And so on!
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 Some people only use the indexes – don’t get 
the document/certificate

 Index is bare info only – all the details are on 
the original record 

 Can make the difference between researching 
the wrong person/family or creating 
brickwalls
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 Person had death index entry but no 
certificate

 Could not find when person arrived

 Death certificate gives how long in the colony 
and where (usually)

 This can help identify time and place of 
arrival & if they went to another state first
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 Online catalogues to libraries/archives

 Guides to library holdings

 Fact sheets/guides on archival records

 All assist in finding out what is there that 
might be relevant to your research

 Some offer copying services
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 Online catalogues

 Ask a librarian services

 Inter library loans
◦ Books, articles, chapters

◦ Obtain photocopies or digital documents
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www.nla.gov.au/askalibrarian

http://www.nla.gov.au/askalibrarian/
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www.nla.gov.au/infoserv/family.html

http://www.nla.gov.au/infoserv/family.html


 Pioneer directories

 Biographical dictionaries

 Bibliographies
◦ Family history bibliographies

 Monumental inscriptions

 School histories
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www.qfhs.org.au

www.gsq.org.au

http://www.qfhs.org.au/
http://www.gsq.org.au/
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http://adbonline.anu.edu.au

http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/
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 Manuscript collections 

 Ephemera

 Rare books

 Maps

 Oral history

 Most of these types of sources are not digitised
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www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/collections/mitchell.html

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/collections/mitchell.html
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www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/catalogues/index.html

http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/about/catalogues/index.html
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http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/SimpleSearch.aspx

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/search/SimpleSearch.aspx
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http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemDetailPaged

.aspx?itemID=414263

http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemDetailPaged.aspx?itemID=414263
http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemDetailPaged.aspx?itemID=414263
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http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/


 Printed publications

 Online guides/fact sheets

 Help desks if there is one

 Remember archives described at series level, 
sometimes item level but rarely name or place 
indexed

 Fragile, hard to read, unique
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Letter written by Sarah Finn 

complaining about Petrie Creek Hotel

Letter written by John Finn asking for 

extra time to pay rent
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www.sro.wa.gov.au/collection/colonial-secretarys-office-records
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www.records.nsw.gov.au

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/
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www.prov.vic.gov.au

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/
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www.access.prov.vic.gov.au

http://www.access.prov.vic.gov.au/
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www.statelibrary.tas.gov.au/aboutus/findus/taho

http://www.statelibrary.tas.gov.au/aboutus/findus/taho
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www.linc.tas.gov.au/tasmaniasheritage/browse/officialrecords

http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/tasmaniasheritage/browse/officialrecords
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www.linc.tas.gov.au/tasmaniasheritage/search/archives

http://www.linc.tas.gov.au/tasmaniasheritage/search/archives
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http://directory.archivists.org.au/archives

http://directory.archivists.org.au/archives/
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http://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/archives/index.php

http://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/archives/index.php
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http://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/heritage/wills_search.php

http://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/heritage/wills_search.php
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http://archiveshub.ac.uk

http://archiveshub.ac.uk/
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About 400 record 

repositories

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/


 Historical societies

 Local museums

 Genealogy & family history societies

 Specialist museums

 National Trust properties
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www.queenslandhistory.org.au/Research.html

http://www.queenslandhistory.org.au/Research.html
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www.gympiegoldmuseum.com.au

http://www.gympiegoldmuseum.com.au/
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www.gympiegoldmuseum.com.au/education

http://www.gympiegoldmuseum.com.au/education/
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www.shoalhaven.net.au

http://www.shoalhaven.net.au/
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www.shoalhaven.net.au/~sfhs/PUBLICATIONS.htm

http://www.shoalhaven.net.au/~sfhs/PUBLICATIONS.htm
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www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au

http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/
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www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/Services.php

http://www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au/Services.php
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www.collectionsaustralia.net

http://www.collectionsaustralia.net/
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www.collectionsaustralia.net

SA search 

Organisations

http://www.collectionsaustralia.net/
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 Can provide idea of how ancestors lived

 Buildings, furnishings, clothing, cooking 
utensils, gardens etc

 Personal visits

 Publications
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www.nattrust.com.au/places_to_visit/around_melbourne/portable_iron_houses__1

http://www.nattrust.com.au/places_to_visit/around_melbourne/portable_iron_houses__1


 What’s not online is staggering

 You can use the Internet to identify some of 
this material

 But you still need to either research in person 
or have someone do it on your behalf

 The more in depth your research, the more 
you will know your ancestors!
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