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Introduction

ÈWhat are the online trends?

ÈWhat are the benefits?

ÈHow to make the best use of them?

ÈWhat are the dangers?

ÈFurther reading/websites

ÈAny questions?
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Online Trends 1

ÈCommunication purposes (some information)

ÈMore traditional forms:

Â Email

Â Forums

Â Listservs/Mailing lists

Â Skype
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Email

ÈService providers

Â Bigpond, Optusnetetc

ÈFree email service providers

Â Yahoo, Google etc

Â Benefits ïespecially if you change service 

providers, your email address doesnôt change
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www.google.com/

http://www.google.com/


Skype

ÈFree to download basic version 

http://www.skype.com

ÈAllows 

Â Instant written contact

Â Phone calls 

ÈNeed computer microphone

ÈWebcams allow visual contact as well
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Forums

ÈSimilar to listservs

ÈPost queries 

ÈRespond to other queries

ÈFind out about other resources

ÈMake contact with others

ÈRootswebbest for mailing lists
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http://www.bbcwhodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/forum/


Listservs/Mailing Lists

ÈSimilar to forums

ÈSingle email, email threads, archives 

ÈPost queries

ÈRespond to queries

ÈFind out about other resources

ÈMake contact with others
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Online Trends 2

ÈInformation sources

Â Blogs

Â Podcasts

Â RSS feeds

Â Twitter

Â Facebook

Â E-newsletters (free)

¸Eastmanôs online 

genealogy newsletter 

http://blog.eogn.com

Browsers

Â Chrome

Â Firefox

Â Internet Explorer 8

Â Safari
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Best for 

Eastmanôs 

newsletter

http://blog.eogn.com/


Twitter

ÈOnly allowed 140 characters

ÈSimple messages

ÈTweet or follow or both

ÈLengthy URLs can be shortened

Â Tiny URLs www.tiny.cc/

Â Bit.ly http://bit.ly/
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www.facebook.com/

http://www.facebook.com/


Blogs

ÈWeb log

ÈCan be about anything

Â Own personal family history

Â Educational

Â Inspirational

ÈDaily, weekly, whenever
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www.unlockthepast.com.au/

http://www.unlockthepast.com.au/


Podcasts & RSS Feeds

ÈPodcasts

Â Can be audio only ïGSV, SLV

Â Can be video/audio - PROV

Â Allow you to see/hear a presentation that you 

might not be able to any other way

ÈRSS Feeds (Really Simple Syndication)

Â Tell you when websites are updated
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www.prov.vic.gov.au/provcasts/

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/provcasts/
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Online Trends 3

ÈUser information contribution

Â Nings

¸Genealogy Wise http://www.genealogywise.com/

¸Looking4Kin http://looking4kin.ning.com/

¸PROV ning http://provcommunity.ning.com/

Â Wikis

¸PROV wiki http://wiki.prov.vic.gov.au/index.php/PROV_Wiki_-_Home

¸FamilySearchwiki  
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page
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