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What are asylums?

1 Terms include benevolent, mental, psychiatric
nospitals, sanatoriums

~or the sick, not just those with mental iliness
~or the aged

~or the destitute

~or the forgotten

—or those with no one else to care for them

}
}
}
}
}
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Reasons for Female Admission
into Victorian asylums (examples)

; Change of life 1 Alcohol
} Desertion of + Child birth
nusband 1 Climacteric
} Destitution ; (ﬁlng?gg‘i‘@e)
} Lonely life in the . Influenza
bush N\ } Fright caused by
} Religion, Religious child nearly
mania drowning in river
} Senility } Shipwrecked at one
L tSITSCk death of
. \ ,
i Worry about family e

Worry & hard work
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Agencies Creating Records

1 Asylums
1 But also

BCol oni al (Chi ef) Secretary?o:
BHospitals

BJustice Department (inquests)
BPolice Department

BPrisons Department (gaols)

RARRLN Ao G RN ONRNGgNeNt
BNewspapers
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Types of Records

Admission files

Admission registers (registers of patients)
Case books (case files)

Indexes and alphabetical lists

Medical case books

War der 0s di ari es

Wl S St iy Wi g O iy C = B e

Access varies around Australia

}
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Finding Aids

+ Records usually with the State Archives
; Brief Guides or Fact Sheets

1 Online Indexes and Databases

1 Digitised Records

1 Now we will have a look at the various
Australian states
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Queensland

Queensland State Archives
¥
1+ Brief Guide 26 9 Guide to Dunwich Records

1 Brief Guide 39 0 Insanity/Mental Asylum
Records

} Wolston Park Hospital ( Woogaroo Asylum)
1865 O current

1 100 years access
 Public Curator Insanity Files
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http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/

Insanity / Mental Asylum Records A3 page
guide listing

Brief Guide 39  Main series

This Brief Guide provides an overview of Queensland State Archives records
relating to mental health patients. Prior to the separation from New South Wales in
1859, there were no facilities for psychiatric treatment in the Moreton Bay Region.
As such, mentally disturbed persons, or “lunatics”, would have been sent to Brisbane
Gaol or possibly to an asylum in Sydney. Woogaroo Lunatic Asylum opened in 1865
with 69 patients, and has undergone many name changes and renovations since.

There are two main types of mental asylum records held at Queensland State
Archives: Public Curator Insanity files and Goodna Case Books.

Public Curator insanity files

In general Public Curator insanity files held at Queensland State Archives consist of
records of people who were admitted to the institutions in Goodna (Woogaroo),
Ipswich (Sandy Gallop), or Toowoomba (Willowburn).

The main series of records at Queensland State Archives that relate to insanity and |-,
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http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/

< Modify Search Criteria < Search Results Summary

Research Services

Basic Search Series Search Results
Advanced Search
Retrieve Using ID

Click on the required Series title/abstract to view its details and see a list of Items.

Help
Note the long date range for

Matching Series case books
Series
D Title / Abstract Start Date End Date
9051 Case Books 05/11/1860 14/08/1931
5839 Case Books - Male 08/06/1866 26/03/1956
5236 Letterbook of Samuel Lewis 28/11/1893 18/02/1899
6749 Loan Account Registers 28/04/1861 30/06/1930

Loan account registers for all towns, districts, shires, etc. including all repayments and bank
deposits.

Search Criteria

= Search Criteria

= Search For .
woogaroo ssyum  NOtE SIMple

S Using keyword search
All of the wards

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/
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http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/

Agency 1Dy B/8
Title .
Eventide Home, Sandgate Tod a y 0 s benevol
Agency Type Residential care facility asylumS
Start Date 04/10/1946
End Date Current
Date Notes WY
= Responsible for care of the aged http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/
Go to Description...
Series
Series ID Title From To
10246 Admission Book My A My A
10341 Hospital Daily Report Books, Female Patients NS A M/ A
10340 Hospital Daily Report Books, Male Patients MNSA M/ A
Q537 Register of Deceased Estates My A My A
10249 Registers of Deaths and Discharges MNSA My A
10247 Residents' Reqgisters NS A M/ A
9535 Transfer Register MNSA My A
o506 Daily Report Book, Female Division 04/10/1946 01/01/1949
10342 Daily Report Books, Male Division 04/10/1946 31/12/1970
o528 Registers Of Deaths 04/10/1946 01/07/1971
9617 Indexes (Inmates Registers) 04/10/1946 17/11/1979
10248 Registers Of Discharges 04/10/1946 31/12/1984
10250 Registers of Deaths 04/10/1946 31/12/1988
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Judy Webster’s Genealogy Advice for
Australia, especially Queensland

1 http://www.judywebster.gil.com.au

1 Some indexes for

Blnsanity
BDunwich
BColonial Secretary
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Mental Asylum records (Queensland)

Insanity files: names beginning with A & B
© Copyright Judy Webster. Updated 24 Sep 2009,

[ Receive email when names are added or corrections made ]

In genealogy / family history research, we often find that someone "vanished'. If a death certificate cannot be found, or if children were raised by someone
other than their parents, check mental asylum records. Eeasons for admission to a mental asylum included epilepsy, alcoholism and depression (especially
post-natal depression). Some patients were only in the asvlum for a few days.

"Public Curator insanity files' (which are only closed for 75 vears) are not the same as 'case books' (which until recently were rarely accessible even via Freedom of
Information).

Qld State Archives hold Public Curator insanity files for people admitted to mental asylums at Goodna (Woogaroo / Wolston Park), Toowoomba (Willowburn)
and Ipswich (Sandy Gallop). Insanity files usually give dates of admission and discharge or death, and many include letters from the patient or his'her relatives, and
sometimes police reports, certificates, wills, divorce details, lists of property, etc. Information about relatives may include addresses, biographical data,
employment history, financial or social circumstances, police reports on those asked to pay maintenance, etc.

If vou do not know the date of first admission to an asvlum_ vou may need to search several indexes. Qld State Archives hold three 'mdexes’ to Public
Curator insanity files: a printed index to old insanity files c1865-1893 (most are for 1880-1893), a register of insanity files 1894-191€ and an index to insanity
files 1919-c1945 (the latter two are arranged by first letter of surname only).

(NEW) To obtain maximum information you must use all relevant sources, such as:

Public Curator insanity files (see the new alphabetical index to insanity files to 1918, below)
(NEW) Mental asvlum case books 1860-1931 (usually give reason for admission)
Supreme Court insanity files 1885-1901

Colonial Secretary's Office in-lefters

Annual Eeports of asylums

Police Gazettes

Justice Department inquest files

T pman'n T4 "y & e [ Ll 10730 1088 & L oy
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QLD contd

1 Sanatoriums
BJubilee sanatorium, Dalby
BRoma
BWestwood sanatorium

1 Inebriate institutions (1896 legislation)
BDunwich
BPeel Island

+ Similar places to look for missing ancestors
who may have been ll|
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New South Wales

State Records New South Wales (SRNSW)

}
 Archives in Brief (AIBS)

1 Resources for Family Historians - Asylums

Sydney Benevolent Asylum (Mitchell Library)

}
1 Online index to admissions & discharges

1857 - 1900 (78,000 records)
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http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.sydneybenevolentasylum.com/

SRNSW Archives In Brief

1 No 85 Mental Health Records 9 Patient

Records

1 No 86
1 No 87

nfirm and Destitute Asylum Records

_iverpool State Hospital & Home

1 110 year access except for Liverpool asylum
which is 30 years access

Shauna Hicks
History Enterprises Darwin 2010




Archives In Brief 85 - Mental health facilities - Patient records

An overview of the types of patient records available and where to access them.
Mental health care terminology

Brief History of the administration of mental health care

Mental health facilities

Using the Archives Investigator to find lists of records held

Typical records of mental health facilities

Related records

Records held elsewhere

State Records NSW
www.records.nsw.gov.au

¥ ¥F OF OF OF OF OFOF

Access to records

Mental health care terminology

Past terminology

You will notice terms such as ‘asylum’, Yunatic', 'lunatic asylum' and ‘'mental hospital' are used in
both the records and in our finding aids. These are terms that were used when the records are
created.

Mental health care

Mental health care involves assessing persons believed to be mentally ill and providing them with
appropriate treatment in hospitals, community housing or while remaining members of the
community.

Care for the infirm and destitute

The NSW Government has also managed the care of the poor and infirm, who were not mentally ill.

Asylums, hospitals and homes were built to house and care for them. For records of people cared
for in these institutions and how to access to them please see Archives in Brief 86.

» See our family history page on asylum records for more information and examples of the
recnrds
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Asylum records

A common way of finding out if a relative was in a mental hospital is to check the death certificate.
If a person died in a mental hospital or asylum it will be stated on the death certificate.

» How do you know if your ancestor was in an asylum?

How to access patient records

State Records NSW

What records do we hold?
www.records.nsw.gov.au|

What types of records are available?

For more information on mental health records

¥ ¥F O¥F F F

Gallery

How do you know if your ancestor was in an asylum?

You may also know that an ancestor spent some time in an asylum from hearsay

or family stories.

Try to gather as much information as you can.

What we need to know

To help you track down the records we need to know:
» what asylum your ancestor was in
» approximate date or year in asylum, and

# the date of death in the asylum or discharge from the asylum.

NOTE: We cannot search large periods of time as lengthy research would be required and we do not
undertake research.

How to access patient records

: Patient identifying records are closed to public access (CPA) for 110 years. This direction
= covers records created or maintained by the Department of Health.

[
T
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SRNSW - Resource Guide to
Asylum Records

1 110 yr restricted access except for Liverpool, 30 yrs

} Surviving records:

B Bay View House, Tempe 1865 - 1946

B Broughton Hall Psychiatric Clinic 1915 - 1963
B Callan Park Mental Hospital 1877 - 1965

B Gladesville Mental Hospital 1822 - 1985

B Kenmore Mental Hospital 1938 - 1942

B Lunatic Asylum Liverpool 1829 -1838

B Newcastle Psychiatric Centre 1871 -1976

B Newcastle Psychiatric Hospital Reception House 1903 - 1964
B Parramatta Psychiatric Centre 1848 - 1989

B Reception House, Darlinghurst 1868 - 1962

B Rydalmere Psychiatric Centre 1888 - 1985

B Temporary Hospital for the Insane Cooma 1879 - 1884
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Parramattea Hospalafiofdnhe Hashrxna ta00900 »

SRNSW NRS 5598 series of 24 photographs

State Records NSW
www.records.nsw.gov.au
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SRNSW Infirm & Destitute Asylums

1 George Street Asylum, Parramatta
1 Hospital of Consumptives, Waterfall
+ Lidcombe State Hospital & Home

1 Liverpool State Hospital & Home
}
}
}

Macquarie Street Asylum, Parramatta
Newington State Hospital (closed 1964)

Rookwood Asylum (later Lidcombe State
Hospital & Home)
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s 7 / 3 SRNSW NRS 5133
A L Mol . SE SO Newspaper cuttings
book, Parramatta
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Penrith Benevolent Asylum

} Helen Castle index & transcription of Penrith
District Dispensary Register 1847 - Feb 1860

1 http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestr

y.com/~hcastle/registers/registers.htm

} Register is in National Library of Australia and
only available on microfilm
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1853

[Home ] [Up ][ 1847][ 1848 ][ 1849 [ 1850 ][ 1851 ][ 1852 ][ 1853 ][ 1854 ][ 1855 ][ 1856 ][ 1857 ][ 1858 ][ 1859 ][ 1860 ] [ Vaccinations ]

These pages contains transcripts of newspapers, a postal directory and 3 register that have been typed up from the original.
[ have no further information than what is on these pages. You may find microfische of the originals at your local or state library

| registers/transcripts/images/1853.jpg |

No|Patients Name | Residence [Date Disease Prescription|No of attendances|Name of member recommending |Remarks
{|Joseph Ettle St Marys  January  [Tupis Senilis P P King Esqg relieved
2|William Lewis  |Castlereagh 26/1/1653 |Psora Senilis A Fraser Esq relieved
3|Edward lambert |Colubrook  |1/2/1653  |Pthisis 4/Revd M Brennan B Asylum
4|Mary Shelton  |Castlereagh | 10/5/1653 |Injd Loins Mr John Perry discharged
blJohn Warren  |Castlereagh |12/5/1853 |Catarrh 4IMr Alex Fraser well
6|Edward Ingliss  |Castlereagh ||25/6/1653 |Destitute Mr Alex Fraser B Asylum
T|Mrs | Mc Glinchy |Erskine Park|26/6/1653 |Hernia Revd M Brennan m
B|Alexander Smith |Castlereagh |11/7/1853 |Blind and destitute R C Lethbridge Esq B Asylum
9)John Ray Regentulle |27/7/1853 |Influenza 3 well

10]John C ourt Penrith 29/9M1853 |Hydross Thoracis 10+ A Fraser dead

11|Patrick Neale  |Penrith 3112M1853|Injd Hand Mathw Hagan well
1854

12| Timathy Corcoran|Penrith 16/1/1854 |Cough and disease of heart Matthw Hagan dead

13|Margaret Sinfield |Penrith 221211654 |rheumatism R C Lethbridge well

14|George Smith | Castlereagh |25/2/1654 |Injd Hip Jaint 1|A Fraser Esg discharged
15/Thomas Agars  |Penrith 28/2/1654 | Syphilis 2|M Lowe Esqg qone away

These pages contains transcripts of newspapers, a postal directory and a register that have been typed up from the original.
I have no further information than what is on these pages. You may find microfische of the originals at your local or state library

[Home ] [Up ][ 1847][ 1848 ][ 1849 [ 1850 ][ 1851 ][ 1852 ][ 1853 ][ 1854 ][ 1855 ][ 1856 ][ 1857 ][ 1858 ][ 1859 ][ 1860 ] [ Vaccinations ]




=
Sydney Benevolent Asylum T = .
Index to Admissions and Discharges e — 3 .
1857-1900 ; < AR |
Welcome Welcome =

Search the Index

Once you have found an entry
The Project

What was the Benevolent Asylum
Records of the Benevalent Asylum
Other records of interest

Photo Gallery

About Us

Privacy and Disclaimer Statement

Contact Us

This website deals with the historical records of the Sydney Benevolent Asylum for the period 1857-1900.

The records of the Asylum can be the answer to many research problems and, with that in mind, between
1995 and 2007, an index of the inmates of the Asylum was compiled from records held at the Sydney Mitchell
Library. The resulting database contains over 78,000 records. As far as has been possible, it is a listing of all
the inmates of the Asylum between 1857 and 1300.

We are grateful to The Benevolent Society for permission to prepare this index and to the staff of the Mitchell
Library for their co-operation with our project.

We also thank the State Library of NSW for permission to reproduce the image '‘Benevolent Asylum’
(Government Printing Office, State Library of NSW ref 1-08073) on this website.

Heather Gamnsey & Martyn Killion

http://WWW.svdnevbenevolentasvlum.cAm

MNext page: Search the Index

& Copyright Heather Garnsey & Martyn Killion - Website Designed by David Watkins - Powered by CMS Made Simple
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http://www.sydneybenevolentasylum.com/
http://www.sydneybenevolentasylum.com/

Search the Index =]
Summary of Results As this example
If you find a POSITIVE match on this index, make a note of the name and date of admission or discharge for ShOWS, the entl‘ieS
the person you have found. Enter these details in the Reguest Form and we will then provide you with the .
‘notes’ field from our database where available. This can provide further identifying infarmation. are a” for Chlldren
Surname  Given Name Admission Date Discharge Date Age More Details
WALKER Henry Edward 1 May 1882 7 Submit Reguest
WALKER Henry 19 Jun 1882 7 Submit Reguest
WALKER  Henry 5 Dec 1892 Em Submit Reguest
WALKER  Henry 3 Mar 1893 Em Submit Reguest
WALKER Henry Thomas 5 Jun 1594 B Submit Reguest
WALKER Henry 21 Jun 1894 b Submit Reguest
WALKER  Henry William 23 MNov 1897 Jy 8m  Submit Request
WALKER  Henry 11 Dec 1897 2y 4dm  Submit Request
WALKER Edward Henry 23 Jun 1899 2w Submit Reguest
WALKER Edward Henry 30 Jun 1899 Submit Reguest
WALKER  Henry Franics 10 Jan 1900 2y Tm  Submit Request
WALKER  Henry F 24 Jan 1300 2y Tm  Submit Request
Showing records 1 to 12 of 12

http://www.svdnevbenevolentasvlum.CAm
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Summary of Results
If you find a POSITIVE match on this index, make a note of the name and date of admission or discharge f
the person you have found. Enter these details in the Reguest Form and we will then provide you with the
‘notes’ field from our database where available. This can provide further identifying information.

Surname  Given Name Admission Date Discharge Date Age More Details
CRAMNE M A 1 May 1871 31 Submit Reguest
CRAME M A 17 May 1871 Submit Reguest
CRAME Minnie 1 May 1871 Submit Reguest
CRAME Minnie 17 May 1871 Submit Reguest
CRAMNE Thomas 24 Aug 1858 Ta Submit Reguest
CRAME Thomas 24 Aug 1858 Submit Reguest
CRAME Mary 26 Jan 1859 26 Submit Reguest
CRAME Mary 9 Mar 1859 Submit Reguest
CRAMNE 7 27 Apr 1859 8m Submit Reguest
CRAME M A 27 Jul 1859 26 Submit Reguest
CRAME John 26 Aug 1859 12m  Submit Request
CRAME Mary Ann 10 Oct 1859 26 Submit Reguest
CRAMNE Mary Ann 15 Apr 1862 20 Submit Reguest
CRAME Joseph 28 Apr 1862 Submit Reguest
CRAME Joseph 25 Jun 1862 2m  Submit Request
CRAME Mary Ann 30 Oct 1862 Submit Reguest
CRAMNE Mary Ann 25 May 1865 22 Submit Reguest
CRAME George William 16 Jun 1865 Submit Reguest
CRAME Mary Ann 30 Sep 1865 22 Submit Reguest
CRANE George William 30 Sep 1865 5m Submit Bequest

http://www.sydneybenevolentasylum.cbm
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Victoria

Public Record Office Victoria (PROV)

}

NBROVauge 2\ 3\ W RIRONMAONS I DN GNRNNRN RS e
Online Indexes NB some asylum PDFs are
quite large but you can save them to your
computer for use offline

1 PROVWguide 59 Mental Health Records
1 PROWguide 71 Inquest Records

Shauna Hicks
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http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/

Mental health

Digitised records

VPRS 7446/P1 Alphabetical Lists of Patients in Asylums, 1849-1885 . .
VPRS 7427/P1 Nominal Register of Patients. Ararat Asylum. 1867-1906 freely accessible online
VPRS 7426/P1 Nominal Reqister of Patients, Ballarat Asylum, 1833-1907

VPRS 7428/P1 Nominal Reqister of Patients. Ballarat/Sunbury Asylums, 1877-1807
VPRS 8236/P1 Reaqister of Patients. Ballarat/Sunbury Asylums, 1877-1820

VPRS 7385/P1 Case Books of Male Patients. Beechworth Asylum, 1867-1912
VPRS 7396/P1 Case Books of Female Patients, Beechworth Asylum, 1878-1912
VPRS 7493/P1 Reqister of Patients. Bendige Receiving Ward, 1874-1908

VPRS 7721/P1 Register of Patients. Collingwood Asylum, 1866-1873 http ‘[\WWW. prov_vic_ gov.au
VPRS 7425/P1 Nominal Reqister of Patients. Kew Asylum, 1871-1306

VPRS 7630/P1 Nominal Reqister of Patients, Kew Asylum, 1871-1914

VPRS 7680iP1 Reqister of Patients. Kew Asylum, 1871-1919

VPRS 7423/P1 Nominal Reqister of Patients Royal Park Hospital for the Insane, 1907-1913
VPRS T490/P1 Asylum Records [Case Books]. Sunnyside | icensed House, 1905-1815
VPRS 74223/P1 Index to Male and Female Case Books. Yarra Bend Asylum, 1848-1912

Records are digitised and

Ararat, Ballarat, Beechworth, Bendigo,
Collingwood, Cremorne, Kew, Royal Park,
Sunbury, Sunnyside, Yarra Bend

Shauna Hicks
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Sarah Sophia Matheson

+ Admitted to Sunbury August 1898 aged 34
yrs
} In poor circumstances

1+ Married with one child, 16 weeks old

BPatient changed after birth of child 0 afraid of
hurting it (today we might see this as post natal
depression)

+ Transferred to Ballarat Mental Hospital Mar
1943, not improved after 45 years.
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Beatrice Rothwell

1 Admitted Sunbury 2 Sep 1915, aged 29

+ Married, 3 children 0 youngest 2 months old

1 Supposed cause 0 childbirth & lactation

BDangerous to her children 0 very depressed,
nervous, lost weight & has impulses to kill herself
and her baby (again perhaps an example of post
natal depression but with a happier ending)

» Discharged 23 Oct 1915 - recovered

Shauna Hicks
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Other Victorian Sources

Alfred Hospital & Melbourne Benevolent
Asylum

1 Index to deaths
http://www.tfoenander.com/alfredhospindex.htm

1 History of the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum
http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/ntm/article/302.htm
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Index to

Deaths at the Alfred Hospital and the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum

Terry Foenander.

A companion set of volumes was issued for deaths listed in the Melbourne ARGUS of patients who had died at the Alfred Hospital, the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum and the
[mmigrants' Home. These volumes contained the lists inchided in the ARGUS between the period 1872 and 1879. As with the DEATHS IN THE MELBOURNE HOSPITAL series,

these lists included name of deceased, and, in most cases, age at death, nativity, immigration and death details. The complete list of names from this period are included in the two volume
ket DEATHS AT THE ALFRED HOSPITAL & THE MELBOURNE BENEVOLENT ASYLUM.

The following index from this two volume set includes name followed by the Volume and page number in which the name is listed. This index is listed for the benefit of genealogical
researchers, and further details can be obtained by contacting the author.

The complete entries for Part I of the Alfred Hospital listings can now be viewed by clicking here.

A ampness, Theodore 2, 1
Abraham, Henry 2, 10
A dhom, Eliza 2. 10

Aenew, George Frederick 1, 28

Ahern, Owen 1, 1
AhHay 1, 1
Ah Suen 1, 1
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DEATHS AT THE ALFRED HOSPITAL &
THE MELBOURNE BENEVOLENT ASYLUM.

Part 1 - October. 1872 to December, 1877.

INTRODUCTION.

The listings inchided here have been compiled from data shown in the [Melbourne] ARGUS for the period October, 1872 to December, 1877. The names are, in most cases,
accompanied by age at death, nativity, vear and vessel of arrival in the colony of Victoria, and the date and cause of death.

The listings have been divided into two sections, the first showing the Alfred Hospital deaths_ followed by the deaths at the Melbourne Benevolent Asvlum. For some reason, none of the
Benevolent Asvlum listings included vear of arrival or the vessel arrived . The Alfred Hospital listings were first published in the ARGUS, in October, 1872, and the Melbourne
Benevolent Asyhim listings commenced in December, 1875

I istings for April 1873, February 1874, February, April. May and December 1876 and May 1877 have not been located, and as such, are not included here.
Each name is cross-referenced by number to the actual date on which the details appeared in the ARGUS. The reference guide is included at the end of the list of names.
All details have been transcribed exactly as shown in the lists, including spelling errors which occur often, especially where medical terms are shown. [ have included the vear of death in

brackets for clarity. A small number of entries only show the individual's surname, and gender can be determined, in some cases, through the details shown for that entry.

SECTION 1: DEATHS AT THE ALFRED HOSPITAL.

Owen Ahern, labourer, aged 48, native of Ireland; arrived in 1856 by the Saldini; died September 30 [1872], of fracture of the skull [1]
Ah Hay, aged 48, storeman,_ native of China; date of arrival unknown, vessel unknown; died June 3 [1873), of cancer of liver. [34]
Ah Suen, aged 37, native of China; date of arrival unknown, vessel unknown; died October 13 [1875], of erysipelas. [39]

John Allen, aged 46, publican, native of Sheffield; arrived in 1851, vessel unknown; died December 27 [1873], of hypertrophy with dilation of heart. [16]
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