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ÈWhat are brick walls?

ÈSuggested solutions

ÈSources for inspiration

ÈSerendipity

ÈCase study

ÈConclusion
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What Are Brick Walls?

ÈWhere you canôt proceed 

ÈMissing the information

ÈInformation isnôt there 

ÈSomeone disappears

ÈSomeone just appears

ÈAnything that stops you progressing
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Suggested Solutions

ÈName variations

ÈSpelling variations

ÈAnglicised & foreign names

ÈSkeletons in the family

ÈNew indexes, databases

ÈNew online resources
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More Suggestions

ÈAdvertise your brick wall

Â Family history newsletter, journal

Â Listserv, forums

Â Nings, websites, blogs

Â Talk to others

ÈExplore collateral lines

Â Photos and other family memorabilia
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Name Variations

ÈBoth given and surnames

ÈNicknames

ÈUnusual names 

ÈAliases

ÈMaiden names for childrenôs birth entries
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Spelling Variations

ÈPeople were illiterate

ÈDifficulties with accents

ÈIndexing errors

Â Poor handwriting

Â Old styles of writing

Â Judy Webster ïUsing and Compiling Indexes

¸http://www.judywebster.gil.com.au/methods.html
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Anglicised & Foreign Names

ÈBoth given and surnames

ÈCan be any non English speaking culture

Â European or Chinese common in Australia

ÈChinese look under A for Ah ïbut also 

check under the other initial ïnot consistent
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Skeletons in the Family

ÈEveryone has them

ÈPlaces to look

Â Court of Petty Session records

Â Gaols and prisons

Â Asylums and hospitals

Â Insolvency and bankruptcy

Â Inquests (suicides, murders)
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New Indexes, Databases

ÈHow to find out and keep up with new info

ÈSocial media ïFacebook, Twitter

ÈListservs, forums, RSS

ÈFamily history/genealogy societies journals 

and newsletters

ÈGoogle

Cobram 2010

Shauna Hicks 

History Enterprises



New Online Resources

ÈWorld Vital Records Australasia

Â http://www.worldvitalrecords.com.au

ÈAncestry.com

Â http://www.ancestry.com.au/

ÈFindMyPast

Â http://www.findmypast.co.uk/home.jsp

ÈTROVE

Â http://trove.nla.gov.au/
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