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What are asylums?

1 Terms include benevolent, mental, psychiatric
nospitals, sanatoriums

~or the sick, not just those with mental iliness
~or the aged

~or the destitute

~or the forgotten

—or those with no one else to care for them
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Reasons for Female Admission
into Victorian asylums (examples)

; Change of life 1 Alcohol
} Desertion of + Child birth
nusband 1 Climacteric
} Destitution ; (ﬁlng?gg‘i‘@e)
} Lonely life in the . Influenza
bush N\ } Fright caused by
} Religion, Religious child nearly
mania drowning in river
} Senility } Shipwrecked at one
L tSITSCk death of
. \ ,
i Worry about family e

Worry & hard work
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Agencies Creating Records

1 Asylums
1 But also

BCol oni al (Chi ef) Secretary?o:
BHospitals

BJustice Department (inquests)
BPolice Department

BPrisons Department (gaols)
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BNewspapers
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Types of Records

Admission files

Admission registers (registers of patients)
Case books (case files)

Indexes and alphabetical lists

Medical case books

War der 0s di ari es
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Access varies around Australia
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Finding Aids

+ Records usually with the State Archives
; Brief Guides or Fact Sheets

1 Online Indexes and Databases

1 Digitised Records

1 Now we will have a look at the various
Australian states
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Queensland

Queensland State Archives
¥
1+ Brief Guide 26 9 Guide to Dunwich Records

1 Brief Guide 39 0 Insanity/Mental Asylum
Records

} Wolston Park Hospital ( Woogaroo Asylum)
1865 O current

1 100 years access
 Public Curator Insanity Files

Shauna Hicks
History Enterprises Darwin 2010



http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/

Insanity / Mental Asylum Records A3 page
guide listing

Brief Guide 39  Main series

This Brief Guide provides an overview of Queensland State Archives records
relating to mental health patients. Prior to the separation from New South Wales in
1859, there were no facilities for psychiatric treatment in the Moreton Bay Region.
As such, mentally disturbed persons, or “lunatics”, would have been sent to Brisbane
Gaol or possibly to an asylum in Sydney. Woogaroo Lunatic Asylum opened in 1865
with 69 patients, and has undergone many name changes and renovations since.

There are two main types of mental asylum records held at Queensland State
Archives: Public Curator Insanity files and Goodna Case Books.

Public Curator insanity files

In general Public Curator insanity files held at Queensland State Archives consist of
records of people who were admitted to the institutions in Goodna (Woogaroo),
Ipswich (Sandy Gallop), or Toowoomba (Willowburn).

The main series of records at Queensland State Archives that relate to insanity and |-,
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< Modify Search Criteria < Search Results Summary

Research Services

Basic Search Series Search Results
Advanced Search
Retrieve Using ID

Click on the required Series title/abstract to view its details and see a list of Items.

Help
Note the long date range for

Matching Series case books
Series
D Title / Abstract Start Date End Date
9051 Case Books 05/11/1860 14/08/1931
5839 Case Books - Male 08/06/1866 26/03/1956
5236 Letterbook of Samuel Lewis 28/11/1893 18/02/1899
6749 Loan Account Registers 28/04/1861 30/06/1930

Loan account registers for all towns, districts, shires, etc. including all repayments and bank
deposits.

Search Criteria

= Search Criteria

= Search For .
woogaroo ssyum  NOtE SIMple

S Using keyword search
All of the wards
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