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}Terms include benevolent, mental, psychiatric 
hospitals, sanatoriums

}For the sick, not just those with mental illness

}For the aged

}For the destitute 

}For the forgotten

}For those with no one else to care for them
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}Change of life
}Desertion of 

husband
}Destitution
}Lonely life in the 

bush
}Religion, Religious 

mania 
}Senility
}Worry
}Worry about family
}Worry & hard work

}Alcohol
}Child birth
}Climacteric 

(menopause)
}Heredity
}Influenza
}Fright caused by 

child nearly 
drowning in river

}Shipwrecked at one 
time

}Shock, death of 
husband
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}Asylums

}But also
ƁColonial (Chief) Secretaryõs Office

ƁHospitals

ƁJustice Department (inquests)

ƁPolice Department

ƁPrisons Department (gaols)

}And donõt forget
ƁNewspapers
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}Admission files

}Admission registers (registers of patients)

}Case books (case files)

}Indexes and alphabetical lists

}Medical case books

}Warderõs diaries

}Access varies around Australia
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}Records usually with the State Archives

}Brief Guides or Fact Sheets

}Online Indexes and Databases

}Digitised Records

}Now we will have a look at the various 
Australian states

Darwin 2010

Shauna Hicks 

History Enterprises



Queensland State Archives

}http://www.archives.qld.gov.au

}Brief Guide 26 ðGuide to Dunwich Records

}Brief Guide 39 ðInsanity/Mental Asylum 
Records

}Wolston Park Hospital ( Woogaroo Asylum) 
1865 ðcurrent

}100 years access

}Public Curator Insanity Files
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A 3 page 

guide listing 

main series
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Note the long date range for 

case books

Note simple 

keyword search
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