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Overview

This presentation is in two stages.

1. Brief look at main websites for online 

resources

2. Brief look at specific wars 

1. Boer War

2. World War I

3. World War II
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Online Resources

These websites are my favourites and this presentation 

looks at some of the main features of each.

� Australian War Memorial

� National Archives of Australia

� National Library of Australia 

� State Archives – similar in all States

� State Libraries – similar in all States
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Australian War Memorial

� Research Centre http://www.awm.gov.au

� 1860s Maori Wars in NZ to the present

� Official records, printed and special 
collections, books, newspapers, maps and 
photographs

� Online collection databases

� Fact Sheets, Online Encyclopedia, Glossary
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Methodology

Throughout this presentation I use examples 

from my own family history. Trevaskis is a 

relatively uncommon name and I often use it 

to demonstrate databases. 

I also usually show the Home Page of a 

website and point out the various features.
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National Archives of Australia

� http://www.naa.gov.au

� Fact Sheets

� Collection database RecordSearch including 
NameSearch, also PhotoSearch

� Boer War records – some digitised, online

� WWI dossiers – digitised, free online access

� WWII dossiers
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State Archives

Go to the State Archives website that you are 
interested in.

� Early colonial force records

� Boer War records

� QSA Brief Guide

� Soldier Settlement – land files

� War gratuities - correspondence
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Examples

In the following examples I have done a simple 

Boer War search in State Records South 

Australia.

Queensland State Archives has Boer War 

indexes online and also a Brief Guide on 

records held.
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National and State Libraries

� Manuscript collections – letters, diaries, maps, 

photographs

� Online catalogues manuscripts not always included

� Register of Australian Archives & Manuscripts 

(RAAM)

� Picture Australia – examples later in talk

� Australian Newspapers – examples later in talk
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Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission

� Website http://www.cwgc.org

� The War Graves Photographic Project

� http://www.twgpp.org/
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Next Stage of Presentation

In this part I am looking at specific wars eg 

Boer War, and World Wars I and II.

Again I use examples from my own family 

history including my mother’s two uncles 

who went to the Boer War in both Colonial 

and Commonwealth contingents.
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Boer War

� Colonial and Commonwealth regiments

� State Archives and National Archives

� Nominal rolls, pay books, correspondence

� Picture Australia

� Australian Newspapers
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Examples

Solomon and William Price were brothers and 

they were my mother’s uncles. The following 

slides illustrate the type of information that 

can be found.

The Oz-Boer Database Project is a website to 

which I have contributed information on the 

Price brothers.
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World War I

� Index to nominal roll

� Army service dossiers – attestation form, 

medical examination, oath of enlistment, 

photo, service and casualty form

� Picture Australia

� Australian Newspapers
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Examples

Here I am using my paternal grandmother’s three 

uncles who were in WWI. Two of the brothers 

never married. I also use one of my partner’s 

relatives as they died at Gallipoli.

This section looks at RecordSearch, Mapping 

Our ANZACS, The AIF Project, and the 

Spirits of Gallipoli project.
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World War II

� DVA nominal roll –

http://www.ww2roll.gov.au

� Army service dossiers – attestation form, 

medical examination, oath of enlistment, 

photo, service and casualty form - NAA

� Picture Australia

� Australian Newspapers
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Examples

In this section I have used my paternal 

grandfather and his brothers/cousins as 

examples.
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DVA WWII Nominal Roll

� Approx one million individuals who were in 
Australia’s defence services and the 
Merchant Navy

� 50,600 RAN

� 845,000 Army

� 218,300 RAAF

� 3,500 merchant mariners

� Print a certificate of service
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Conclusion

� More and more resources are going online

� Need to revisit from time to time

� If it is only an index/database then still need to 
check original records

� Consider adding your information to the interactive 
sites and sharing with others

� Remember not everything is online

� Any questions?


